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Stamp Shows/Exhibiti ons 
 
South African Philatelists have over the years consistently been involved in exhibiting at 

international shows. Up until 1976 when the Post Off ice issued the first two commemorative 

date stamps, it was the classical ñbusiness as usualò exhibiting.  After 1976 the Philatelic Bureau 

would produce date stamps, miniature sheets and commemorative Cancel to Order (CTO) 

souvenir envelopes 

 
The Philatelic Federation of South Africa is a full member of the International Philatelic 

Federation (FIP) and an associate member of the Federation of Inter Asian Philately (FIAP), and 

hence its sup- port of their International Stamp Exhibitions. 

 
Date Stamps, covers and miniature sheets issued 
These were cards or covers that were used to promote South African philately at the 

exhibitions/shows held throughout the world.  In 1972 the Philateli c Bureau became a Philatelic 

Di- vision at the Post Off ice and a manager was appointed to promote/market philately in 

general. Soon there was a surfeit of collectorôs sheets, datestamp cards and maximum cards. 

Then in 1984 the Philatelic bureau was appointed as the agent for the issues of South West 

Africa and the TBVC ñHomelands. (Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Venda and Ciskei). In this 

capacity no less than 2,463 million first day covers and 345 milli on maximum cards and 760,000 

sheets were printed in respect for 1984ôs issues for the six countries. Based on that one can 

appreciate that the market is saturated with these products and their value is really pretty low. 

However for the sake of completeness, these covers related to stamps shows and philatelic 

exhibitions have been included. (Guest Editorial, S.A. Philatelist, February 2006.  ). 

 
The dates of activation of the TBVC States were: Transkei 26 October 1976, 

Bophuthatswana 6 December 1977, Venda 13 September 1979 and Ciskei 27 April 

1981. 
 

Interphil 1976 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania hosted the 7th American based International Philatelic Exhibition, 

IPEX, from 29 May to 6 June 1976, under the name INTERPHIL. There were 3000 frames from 

600 ex- hibitors. 
 

 

 
 

SAPES1976ds-1. Interphil . With cds. SAPES1976ds-2.   Interphil. With Interphil 

cancellation. 

Dim. 225 x 148mm.  

For  both. 
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SAPES1976ds-3.  Post card with RSA cancellation. SAPES1976ds-4. Post card with SWA cancellation. 
 

Hafnia, 1976: Copenhagen, Denmark. 
 

 
 

SAPES1976ds-5 Date stamp card with cds. 
 

Amsterdam Wor ld Stamp Exhibition: AMPHILEX 77, 26 May ï 7 June 1977. 
The South African Commissioner at this exhibition was Herman Steyn. 

 

 
 

SAPES1977ds-2. Official Brochure for Amphilex.  Outer cover.   Page dim. 145 x 210mm. 
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SAPES1977ds-2. Inside view of Amphilex off icial brochure. 

 
Date stamp cards produced for the stamp issuing entities: 

 

 
 

SAPES1977ds- 3. Dim. 150 x 100mm. SAPES1977dsn-1. Dim. 150 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPES1977dst-1. Dim. 150 x 100mm. 
 

Reference(s): SAP, July 1977, 174. SAP, August 1977, 202 207/8. 

SAP, September 1977, 226/7. 
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Portucale 77, 1977 
 

 
 

SAPES1977ds- 4. Dim. 150 x 100mm. SAPES1977dsn-2. Dim. 150 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPES1977dst-2. Dim. 150 x 100mm. 

Reference(s): SAP, October 1977, 261. 
 

CAPEX 78, 1978 
 

 
 

SAPES1978ds-1. Dim. 150 x 100mm. SAPES1978dsn-1. Dim. 150 x 100mm. 
 

 

 
 

SAPES1978dst-1. Dim. 150 x 100mm. SAPES1978dsb-1. Dim. 150 x 100mm 
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SAPES1978ds-2. Red date stamp. Dim. 178 x 121mm. SAPES1978dsn-2. Red date stamp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SAPES1978pm-1.T17 (322). SAPES1978pm-2. 

 

 
Reference(s): SAP, October 1978, 281. 

 

Essen, 1978 
 

 
 

SAPES1978ds-3. Size 150 x 100mm. SAPES1978dsn-2. Size 150 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPES1978dst-2. Size 150 x 100mm. SAPES1978dsb-2. Size 150 x 100mm. 
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SAPES1978pm-1. SAPES1978pmt-1    SAPES1978pmb-1 SAPE1978pmn-1 

 

 
 

Essen, 1980 
 

 
 

SAPES1980ds-1. Size 175 x 100mm. SAPES1980dsn-1. Size 175 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPES1980dst-1. Size 175 x 100mm. SAPES1980dsb-1. Size 175 x 100mm 

. 

 
 

SAPES1980dsv-1. Size 175 x 100mm. 



7  

 
 

 
 

 
 

WIPA 81: Wiener International Postage Stamp Exhibit ion: 22 ï 31 May 1981, 

Vienna. 
 

The South African Postal Authorities produced a series of date stamp cards with WIPA 81 special 

cancellations (CTO). 
 

 
 

SAPES1981ds-1. Size 175 x 100mm. SAPES1981dsn-1. Size 175 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPES1981dst-1. Size 175 x 100mm. SAPES1981dsb-1. Size 175 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPES1981dsv-1. Size 175 x 100mm 
 

 

Essen 82, 1982 

 
 

SAPES1982ds-1. Size 175 x 100mm. SAPES1982dsn-1. Size 175 x 100mm. 
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SAPESdst1982-1. Size 175 x 100mm. SAPESdsb1982-1. Size 175 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPESdsv1982-1. Size 175 x 100mm. SAPESdsc1982-1. Size 175 x 100mm. 
 

 
 

Belgica 82, Brussels 1982 
 

 
 

SAPESds1982-2. Size 175 x 100mm. SAPESdst1982-2. Size 175 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPESdsn1982-2. Size 175 x 100mm. SAPESdsb1982-2. Size 175 x 100mm. 
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SAPESdsv1982-2. Size 175 x 100mm. SAPESdsc1982-2. Size 175 x 100mm 
 

Essen 84, 1984 
 

 
 

SAPES1984ds-1. Size 175 x 100mm. SAPES1984dst-1. Size 175 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPES1984dsn-1 Size 175 x 100 mm. SAPES1984dsb-1. Size 175 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPES1984dsv-1. Size 175 x 100mm. SAPES1984dsc-1. Size 175 x 100mm. 
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Israel 85 
 

 
 

SAPES1985ds-1. Size 175 x 100mm. SAPES1985dst-1. Size 175 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPES1985dsn-1. Size 175 x 100mm. SAPES1985dsb-1. Size 175 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPES1985dsv-1. Size 175 x 100mm. SAPES1985dsc-1. Size 175 x 100mm. 

Essen 1986: Essen 10 ï 13 Apr il .   

 

 
 

SAPES1986ds-2. Size 175 x 100mm. SAPES1986dst-2. Size 175 x 100mm. 
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SAPES1986dsn-2. Size 175 x 100mm. SAPES1986dsb-2. Size 175 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPES1986dsv-2. Size 175 x 100mm. SAPES1986dsc-2. Size 175 x 100mm. 
 
 
 

Ameripex 86: Chicago, 22 May ï 1 June. 
 

 

 
 

SAPES1986ds-3 . Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1985dst-3. Dim. 175 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPES1986dsn-3. Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1986dsb-3. Dim. 175 x100mm. 
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SAPES1986dsv-3. Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1986dsc-3. Dim. 175 x100mm. 

In addition to the date stamps cards the SA Post Off ice staff manning the stand used the date stamp 

on an official souvenir cover and produced a ñcombinationò cover. 

 

 
 

SAPES1986ds-2. 
 

 

Riccione ó87: 22 ï 24 August, Riccione, It aly. 
 

 
 

SAPES1987ds-1. Dim.175 x 100mm. SAPES1987dst-1. Dim. 175 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPES1987dsn-1. Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1987dsb-1. Dim.175 x100mm. 
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SAPES1987dsv-1. Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1987dsc-1. Dim. 175 x100mm. 
 

Riccione ô88: 
 

 

 
 

SAPES1988ds-1. Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1988dst-1. Dim. 175 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPES1988dsn-1. Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1988dsb-1. Dim. 175 x 100mm 

 

 
 

SAPES1988dsv-1. Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1988dsc-1. Dim.  175 x100mm. 
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Riccione ô89: 
 

 
 

SAPES1989ds-1 . Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1989dst-1. Dim. 175 x100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPES1989dsn-1. Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1989dsb-1. Dim. 175 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPES1989dsv-1. Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1989dsc-1. Dim. 175 x 100mm. 
 

Descorbrex ô89:  25 November ï 3 December. Maia, Portugal. 
 

 
 

SAPES1989ds-2. Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1989dst-2. Dim. 175 x 100mm. 



15 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

SAPES1989dsn-2. Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1989dsb-2. Dim. 175 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPES1989dsv-2. Size Dim. x 100mm. SAPES1989dsc-2. Dim. 175 x 100mm. 
 

 

Wien ô90: 29 August ï 2 September. Vienna, Austr ia. 
 

 

 
 

SAPES1990ds-1. Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1990dst-1. Dim. 175 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPES1990dsn-1. Dim.175 x 100mm. SAPES1990dsb-1. Dim. 175 x 100mm. 
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SAPES1990dsv-1. Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1990dsc-1. Dim. 175 x 100mm. 
 

 

Helvetia ô90:  5 ï 16 September.  Geneva, Switzer land. 
 

 
 

SAPE1S990ds-2. Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1990dst-2. Dim. 175 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPES1990dsn-2. Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1990dsb-2. Dim. 175 x 100mm 

 

 
 

SAPES1990dsv-2. Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1990dsc-2. Dim. 175 x 100mm. 
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PhilaNippon ô91: 
 

 
 

SAPES1991ds-1. Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1991dst-1. Dim. 175 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPES1991dsb-1. Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1991dsc-1. Dim. 175 x 100mm. 

 

No date stamp produced for Namibia. 
 

Granada ó92: World Stamp Exhibit ion. 
 

 
 

SAPES1992ds-2. Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1992dst-2. Dim. 175 x 100mm. 
 

 
 

SAPES1992dsb-2. Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1992dsv-2. Dim. 175 x 100mm. 



SAPES1992dsc-3. Dim. 175 x 100mm. 
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SAPES1992dsc-3. Dim. 175 x 100mm. 
 

 

Essen ô92: 
 

 

 
SAPES1992ds-3. Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1992dst-3. Dim. 175 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPES1992dsb-3. Dim. 175 x 100mm. SAPES1992dsv-3. Dim. 175 x 100mm. 
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Bangkok 93: World Stamp Exhibit ion. 

 

 
SAPES1993ds-1. Dim 175 x 100mm. SAPES1993dst-1. Dim. 175 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPES1993dsb-1. Size 175 x 100mm. SAPES1993dsv-1. Size 175 x 100mm. 

 

 
 

SAPES1993dsc-1. Size 175 x 100mm. 
 

PHILAK OREA 1994: Wor ld Stamp Exhibition. 
 

 
 

SAPES1994ds-1. Dim. 175 x 100mm. 
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Singapore 95:  Wor ld Stamp Exhibit ion. Singapore 1995. 
 

The miniature sheet depicts the Merlion of Singapore. 
 

 
 

SAPES1995ms-1.  SACC 910. Dim. 73 x 50 mm. SAPES1995ms-2.  SACC 910a. 

This miniature sheet came from the first printing. The second printing had DEC 1995 bottom left 
 

 

 
 

SAPES1995-10. Size 189 x 102 mm. SACC 6.21 SAPES1995ms-2.  CTO on Dec 1995 MS. 

The miniature sheet was from the first printing. 

No DEC 1995 in the bottom left corner. 

 

 

 
SAPES1995ds-1. Dim. 170 x 100mm. SAPES1995dsn-1. 

 

 Namibia MS 


