
Collecting Southern African  
Bird Stamps        By Otto Peetoom  

 

Birds on Stamps is the most Popular Thematic 
 

Collecting in sets does not give one an appreciation what 

the birds are all about 
 

Collecting by Species allows an individual to  

gather information about the birds 
 

Classification of the Species 

There are no hard and fast rules as the Ornithologists are 

constantly changing and renumbering the birds 
 

The Stanley Gibbons óCollect Birds on Stampsô catalogue 

uses Howard & Moore listing which suggests that  

around 170 Species are represented on stamps 
 

Southern Africa offers 243 different birds that belong to 

66 species - Extinct birds are prefixed by ó0ô 
 

This display includes Birds on Stamps, in Booklets,  

on FDC and on Postal Stationery 
 

I  know very little about birds and the aim is to offer 

something different that hopefully will entertain those 

present - Thank You 
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Africa  
Bird  

Philately  
 

SWA 1931 
½d Kori Bustard 

First Southern 

African Bird Stamp 

 





This Display Includes the Following Countries  
 

Republic of South Africa (RSA)  

South West Africa (SWA) Namibia  

The TBVC countries e.g.  

Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Venda and Ciskei 





1-1 The Ostrich Struthio camelus 
 

SWA SG 315, 316, 439-442 

A set of four depicting the Bushmen, one value showing a 

bushman, disguised as an ostrich hunting the birds 
 

The Bushmen also used the eggs to store water and that 

is depicted on the 10c value 

 

 

 

1985 Set of four  
Artwork includes hand painted Essays by  

J.J. Van Ellinckhuijzen  









1-1 The Ostrich on RSA Stamps  
SG 1086, 1637, 1666 





9 GREBES  
 

9-1 Little Grebe 

Namibia SG 1173 

  

 

 

9-16 Black-necked Grebe 

Namibia  SG 1174 

9-14 Great Crested Grebe 

Namibia SG 1172 



10 ALBERTROSSES  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10-1 Wandering Albatross 

RSA SG 1162, Ex MS 1638 

10-13 Sooty Albatross 

RSA SG Ex MS 1709 
10 Tristan Albatross 

RSA 2138 

10-11  

Yellow-nosed Albatross 

Namibia Ex MS 1167a 



Birds by Species 

    12 Storm Petrel                   15 Pelican                       16 Gannet 

   21 Hamerkop                     23 Stork                          24 Ibis 

17 Cormorant         18 Anhingas (Darter)                 20 Heron 



Birds by 
Species 

    25 Flamingo                   27 Ducks & Geese 

29 Western Osprey 

30-35 Fish Eagle       30-52 Cape Vulture      30-55 Egyptian Vulture 



30-35  

African Fish Eagle 

RSA SG 917, 1028, 

1074, MS 1508,  

MS 2015 



2011 Personalized Stamps  
NamPost and óGondwanaô offer personalized stamps at three of its 

accommodation facilities 
 

The stamps cost N$ 6.40 each (Overseas Postcard rate) and a ópersonalised 

picture may be reproduced on the blank selvedge and  

the procedure which takes about five minutes.  

The price for a sheet of five personalized stamps is N$ 55.00 and a  

different picture can be used for each of the five stamps 

30-203 Verreauxôs Eagle 

Not Listed in the SG catalogue 



Birds by Species 

30-211 Martial Eagle     31 Secretary Bird         32-59 Taita Falcon 

 35-208 Guineafowl                 39 Cranes                   47 Bustards 

   35 Pheasants 

48 Jacana 

    51 Oystercatcher       54 Curlew (Dikkop) 



Birds by Species  
47 BUSTARDS 

Hand Painted Essay of  

Ruppellôs Bustard (47-15) 

by Graeme Arnott  

Issued stamp at right 



55 Coursers 

& Pratincoles 

56 Plovers 

 

 

57 Sandpipers 

 



Birds by Species 

              60 Skuas                                     61 Gulls & Terns 

64-10 Variegated 

Sandgrouse 
65-67 Laughing Dove  68-90 Brown Parrot 

69-11 Green Turaco 
71 Cuckoos 

Black Cuckoo & White-browed Coucal 



84 Kingfishers 

Left to Right  

84-23 African Pygmy Kingfisher 

84-2 Giant Kingfisher 

84-5 Lesser Pied Kingfisher 

84-18 Mangrove Kingfisher  

84-12 Half-collared Kingfisher 


