
Collecting Southern African  
Bird Stamps        By Otto Peetoom 

 

Birds on Stamps is the most Popular Thematic 
 

Collecting in sets does not give one an appreciation what 

the birds are all about 
 

Collecting by Species allows an individual to  

gather information about the birds 
 

Classification of the Species 

There are no hard and fast rules as the Ornithologists are 

constantly changing and renumbering the birds 
 

The Stanley Gibbons ‘Collect Birds on Stamps’ catalogue 

uses Howard & Moore listing which suggests that  

around 170 Species are represented on stamps 
 

Southern Africa offers 243 different birds that belong to 

66 species - Extinct birds are prefixed by ‘0’ 
 

This display includes Birds on Stamps, in Booklets,  

on FDC and on Postal Stationery 
 

I  know very little about birds and the aim is to offer 

something different that hopefully will entertain those 

present - Thank You 



Southern  
Africa 
Bird  

Philately 
 

SWA 1931 
½d Kori Bustard 

First Southern 

African Bird Stamp 

 





This Display Includes the Following Countries 
 

Republic of South Africa (RSA)  

South West Africa (SWA) Namibia  

The TBVC countries e.g.  

Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Venda and Ciskei 





1-1 The Ostrich Struthio camelus 
 

SWA SG 315, 316, 439-442 

A set of four depicting the Bushmen, one value showing a 

bushman, disguised as an ostrich hunting the birds 
 

The Bushmen also used the eggs to store water and that 

is depicted on the 10c value 

 

 

 

1985 Set of four 
Artwork includes hand painted Essays by 

J.J. Van Ellinckhuijzen 









1-1 The Ostrich on RSA Stamps 
SG 1086, 1637, 1666 





9 GREBES 
 

9-1 Little Grebe 

Namibia SG 1173 

  

 

 

9-16 Black-necked Grebe 

Namibia  SG 1174 

9-14 Great Crested Grebe 

Namibia SG 1172 



10 ALBERTROSSES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10-1 Wandering Albatross 

RSA SG 1162, Ex MS 1638 

10-13 Sooty Albatross 

RSA SG Ex MS 1709 
10 Tristan Albatross 

RSA 2138 

10-11  

Yellow-nosed Albatross 

Namibia Ex MS 1167a 



Birds by Species 

    12 Storm Petrel                   15 Pelican                       16 Gannet 

   21 Hamerkop                     23 Stork                          24 Ibis 

17 Cormorant         18 Anhingas (Darter)                 20 Heron 



Birds by 
Species 

    25 Flamingo                   27 Ducks & Geese 

29 Western Osprey 

30-35 Fish Eagle       30-52 Cape Vulture      30-55 Egyptian Vulture 



30-35  

African Fish Eagle 

RSA SG 917, 1028, 

1074, MS 1508,  

MS 2015 



2011 Personalized Stamps  
NamPost and ‘Gondwana’ offer personalized stamps at three of its 

accommodation facilities 
 

The stamps cost N$ 6.40 each (Overseas Postcard rate) and a ‘personalised 

picture may be reproduced on the blank selvedge and  

the procedure which takes about five minutes.  

The price for a sheet of five personalized stamps is N$ 55.00 and a  

different picture can be used for each of the five stamps 

30-203 Verreaux’s Eagle 

Not Listed in the SG catalogue 



Birds by Species 

30-211 Martial Eagle     31 Secretary Bird         32-59 Taita Falcon 

 35-208 Guineafowl                 39 Cranes                   47 Bustards 

   35 Pheasants 

48 Jacana 

    51 Oystercatcher       54 Curlew (Dikkop) 



Birds by Species  
47 BUSTARDS 

Hand Painted Essay of  

Ruppell’s Bustard (47-15) 

by Graeme Arnott  

Issued stamp at right 



55 Coursers 

& Pratincoles 

56 Plovers 

 

 

57 Sandpipers 

 



Birds by Species 

              60 Skuas                                     61 Gulls & Terns 

64-10 Variegated 

Sandgrouse 
65-67 Laughing Dove  68-90 Brown Parrot 

69-11 Green Turaco 
71 Cuckoos 

Black Cuckoo & White-browed Coucal 



84 Kingfishers 

Left to Right 

84-23 African Pygmy Kingfisher 

84-2 Giant Kingfisher 

84-5 Lesser Pied Kingfisher 

84-18 Mangrove Kingfisher  

84-12 Half-collared Kingfisher 



Birds by Species 

72 Barn Owl     73-67 Cape                  73-81 Pel’s  

     Eagle Owl                  Fishing Owl  

83-26 Narina’s 

Trogon 

84-12 Half-Collared 

Kingfisher 

87-23 Southern 

Carmine Bee Eater 
88-3 Lilac-breasted 

Roller 



87 Bee Eaters 

Left to right 

87-21 European Bee Eater 

87-8 Little Bee Eater 

87-23 Southern Carmine Bee Eater 

87-11 Swallow-tailed Bee Eater 

87-7 White-fronted Bee Eater 



Birds by Species - 91 Hoopoes 

91-1 Hoopoe 

92 Violet Wood 

Hoopoe 



Birds by Species - 93 Hornbills 

Hand Painted Essay of  

Monteiro’s Hornbill (93-8) 

by Graeme Arnott  

Issued stamp at right 



Birds by Species - 93 Hornbills 

93-14 Southern 

Yellow-billed 

Hornbill 

93-48 Southern 

Ground Hornbill 

93-14 Southern 

Yellow-billed 

Hornbill 
93 Damara Hornbill 

Selvage from the 1999 ‘Explore South 

Africa’ booklet - Mpumalanga 



Birds by Species 
116 LARKS 

Hand Painted Essay of  

Gray’s Lark (116-50) 

by Graeme Arnott  

Issued stamp at right 



Birds by Species 

96-66  

Black  

Collared  

Barbet 

116-11 Rufous-naped 

Bush Lark 

117-38 Barn Swallow 118 WAGTAILS, PIPITS 

118-10 Cape Wagtail 

120 BULBULS 

120-71 Yellow-streaked 

Greenbul 

122 SHRIKES 

122-44 Bokmakierie 

Shrike 



Birds by Species  
130 THRUSHES, CHATS 

Hand Painted Essay of  

 Herero Chat (130-89) 

by Graeme Arnott  

Issued stamp and later issue at right 



Birds by Species 

       130-60                       130-273 

  White-browed               Kurrichane 

   Robin Chat                      Thrush 

132 BABBLERS 

132-137  

Pied Babbler 

136 WARBLERS 

136-52 Damaraland 

Rock Jumper  

138-8  

Cape Puff-back 

Flycatcher 141-20 African 

Paradise Flycatcher 

130 THRUSHES & CHATS 



Birds by Species 

146 Carp’s Tit 

152 -Sunbirds 
 

152-37  

Scarlet-chested 

Sunbird 

152-56 White-bellied Sunbird  

Dusky Sunbird 

152-65 Neergaard’s Sunbird  

Plain-backed Sunbird 

152-16 Collared Sunbird 

146 TITS & CHICKADEES 





Birds by Species  
163 Weavers & Sparrows 

163-36  

Red-billed Quelea 

Namibia MS 1068 

Note the Image of the Malimbe is very small 



Birds by Species 
164 Starlings 

165 Orioles 

Final Howard & Moore No’s are 166 DRONGOS, 167 WATTLEBIRDS 

169 WOOD SWALLOWS, 170 BUTCHER BIRDS,  

171 BOWERBIRDS, 172 BIRDS OF PARADISE and  

173 CROWS & JAYS  



Birds by Species 

Destruction and degradation of the species high altitude wet 

grassland habitat have resulted in a situation where its  

survival in the wild is uncertain 

White-winged 

Flufftail 

CRITICALLY 

ENDANGERED 

Cape Sugarbird 

Cape sugarbird is a songbird. It can be found only in two provinces  

of South Africa (Western and Eastern Cape)  

Cape sugarbird inhabits mountain slopes in the fynbos biome  

It occasionally visits gardens in rural and urban areas to find food 



Southern Africa  
Bird Stamps in Booklets 

 

They occur in Namibia and RSA booklets, in the case of Namibia 

some of the designs are only found in said booklets 

RSA 1995 SB34 Penguin Booklet 

Different shades of front cover 



Bird Stamps in Booklets 

Namibia July 1997 - Guineafowl (Greetings) booklet 

Namibia May 1997 - Waxbill booklet 

Two different Logos  

AINPOST & NAMPOST 



Namibia July 1997 - Guineafowl (Greetings) booklet 



Namibia July 1997 - Lovebird booklet 



Namibia November 1997 - 18 Stamps booklet 

40c Blue-cheeked Bee Eater - 50c Laughing Dove - 60c Lappet-faced Vulture 

90c Yellow-billed Hornbill - $1 Lilac-breasted Roller  

Standard Postage Peach-faced Lovebird 



RSA December 1997 - Water Birds booklet 

Cormorant - Hamerkop - Pied Kingfisher - Herons   

African Darter - White-faced Duck - Stone Curlew (Dikkop)  



Namibia April 1998 - Owl booklet 

These stamps were only issued in booklet form 

Clockwise - $1.50 White-faced Scops Owl - $1.90 Barn Owl 

$1.90 Spotted Eagle Owl - $1.50 Barred Owl 



RSA August 1998 - Raptors booklet 

Every booklet includes two panes, interesting information on each bird  

plus two prepaid Postcards, one with a Cape Vulture (R2/1)  

and the other depicting a Lammergeier (R1/4) 



RSA September 1998 - ‘Explore South Africa’ booklet 

Western Cape booklet includes 

two vertical se-tenant strips of  5  

One stamp includes two Ostriches 

Note the Knysna Loerie on the 

upper selvage  



RSA September 1998 - ‘Explore South Africa’ booklet 

KwaZulu Natal booklet includes 

two vertical se-tenant strips of  5  

One stamp includes two  

Eastern White Pelicans with a 

Rhino in the foreground 



RSA October 1999 - Migratory Species booklet 

Two similar panes include six different birds  

Barn Swallow - Lesser Kestrel - European Bee Eater - Curlew Sandpiper  

Wandering Albatross - Lesser Flamingo plus two prepaid Postcards 



Southern African Birds on FDC and Maximum cards 
 

First Day covers add  any interesting aspect to Bird Philately in 

as much that Official Post Office FDC usually include an inset. 

Interesting information is included for each bird and if the 

illustration on the envelope is different, there is additional 

information on that subject 

SWA 1988 Bird Stamps include 16c Gray’s Lark (116-50) 

30c Herero Chat (130-89) 40c Ruppell’s Bustard (47-15) and  

50c Monteiro’s Hornbill (93-8) 
 

The FDC envelope depicts Hartlaub’s Francolin (Spurfowl) 

It is a Partridge which falls under Howard & Moore No 30 

(Pheasants and Grouse) 
 

Designs and hand painted essays by Graeme Arnott 



SWA - First Day Covers 

Hartlaub’s Francolin 

By Graeme Arnott 



SWA 1988 Bird Stamps 

Essay for FDC Bird facing right 



SWA 1985 

Ostriches 
 

Hand painted 

Essay for the 

FDC design 



Bophuthatswana  Collectors Sheet 

1980 Birds 5c Pied Babbler, 10c Carmine Bee Eater 

15c Shaft-tailed Whydah, 20c Meyer’s Parrot   



Bophuthatswana  Bird FDC 

Violet-eared Waxbill Granatina granatina 



Bophuthatswana  Bird FDC 

White-bellied Bustard also called Barrow’s Korhaan 



Bophuthatswana  Bird FDC 

Lesser Kestrel depicted 

on the 40c value 



Bophuthatswana  Maximum Cards 

18c Black-shouldered Kite (30-17) 

40c Lesser Kestrel (32-24) 



Bophuthatswana  Maximum Cards 

30c Pale Chanting  

Goshawk (30-71) 

50c Short-toed Eagle  

(30-58) 



Bophuthatswana  Bird FDC 

Namaqua  

Sandgrouse 

Depicted on the  

40c value 



Bophuthatswana  Maximum Cards 

21c Variegated Sandgrouse (64-10) 

35c Double-banded Sandgrouse (64-14) 



Bophuthatswana  Maximum Cards 

40c Namaqua Sandgrouse (64-4)  

50c Yellow-throated Sandgrouse (64-9)  



Ciskei  Bird FDC 

White-throated swallow 

Hirundo albigularis 

 

11c Banded Martin 

25c House Martin 

30c Greater Striped 

Swallow 

45c Barn Swallow 



Ciskei  Bird FDC 

Spotted Eagle Owl 

Bubo africanus 

 

21c African Marsh Owl (73-158) 

35c African Scops Owl (73-17)  

40c Barn Owl (72-2) 

50c African Wood Owl (73-89) 



Ciskei Maximum Cards 

21c African Marsh Owl 

 

35c African Scops Owl 



Ciskei  Maximum Cards 

40c Barn Owl 

 

50c African Wood Owl 



Namibia Maximum Cards 

2000 Ducks 



Namibia  Bird FDC - 2006 Sunbirds 

Namibia  
Maximum Card 

 

1998 Barn Owl ex booklet  

Voted World’s most beautiful 

stamp in 1999 



RSA Bird FDC 



RSA Bird FDC 



RSA Bird FDC 



RSA Bird FDC 



Transkei Collectors Sheet 

1980 Birds - 5c Cuckoo, 10c Puff-back Flycatcher 

15c Crowned Crane, 20c Weaver 



Transkei Bird FDC 

Half-collared Kingfisher 

Alcedo semitorquata 



Transkei Bird FDC 

1991 Endangered Birds 

Blue Swallow 

Hirundo atrocaerulea 



Transkei  Maximum Cards 

25c Crowned Crane 

 

60c Egyptian Vulture 



Transkei  Maximum Cards 

40c Cape Vulture, 50c Wattled Crane 



Transkei Bird FDC 

1992 Ducks 

White-faced Whistling Duck 

Dendrocygna viduata 



Transkei  Bird FDC 

1993 Doves 

Ring-necked Dove 

Streptopelia capicola 



Venda  Collectors Sheet 



Venda  Collectors Sheet 



Venda  Collectors Sheet 



Venda  Collectors Sheet 



Venda  Maximum Cards 



Venda  Maximum Cards 



Venda  Maximum Cards 



Venda  Maximum Cards 



Venda  Maximum Cards 



Venda  Maximum Cards 



Venda  Maximum Cards 



Venda  Maximum Cards 



Venda  Maximum Cards 



Venda  Maximum Cards 





SWA - An Aerogramme is Born 
1954 6d Ostrich Air Letter sheet  

Hand painted 

Essay  

Rejected design 

Photograph  

The final design  

was based on  

these images 

Endorsed  

62941  

S.W.A.  

Briefkaart  



SWA - An Aerogramme is Born 
1954 6d Ostrich Air Letter sheet  

 Hand painted Essay  

Accepted design for 

the vignette   

 

Mock up of  

the surround 



SWA - An Aerogramme is Born 
1954 6d Ostrich Air Letter sheet  

Initial design with a single Bird Developed using Two Ostriches 

Hand drawn mock-ups 

of several proposed 

overlays, each with a 

‘Single bird’ 

photographic essay 

1 to 4 in red 

manuscript - Note 

correction on No 2, 

AIR LETTER 

changed to AIR MAIL 



SWA - An Aerogramme is Born 
1954 6d Ostrich Air Letter sheet  

Comment on No 3 

The lightning ray 

could be deleted 

and on 

No 4 there are 

numerous marks on 

the stamp essay 

that are obviously 

suggested changes 



SWA - An Aerogramme is Born 
1954 6d Ostrich Air Letter sheet  

The Printed Proof using the Overlay as per No 1 mock-up and the issued version 



SWA Bird Aerogramme 



RSA Bird Aerogramme 



RSA Bird Aerogramme 



RSA Bird Aerogramme 



RSA Bird Postal Stationery Cards 



RSA Bird Postal Stationery Cards 



RSA Bird Postal Stationery Cards 



RSA Bird Postal Stationery Cards 



RSA Bird Postal Stationery Cards 

Standard Postage Postcards 

Ex 1999 Booklet 

Barn Swallow 

Lesser Kestrel plus  

Lilac-breasted Roller on  

reverse 



SWA Bird Postal Stationery Cards 



SWA Bird Postal Stationery Cards 



Ciskei  Postal Stationery 

Birds in each border - Ten designs using the  

1981 Definitive images 1c, 4c, 5c, 8c & 10c 



Ciskei  Postal Stationery 

Birds in each border - Ten designs using the  

1981 Definitive images 15c, 20c, 30c, 50c & R1 



SWA Bird Registered Envelopes 



Most Attractive Bird Stamps (Top Ten) 
 

Monteiro’s Hornbill                                          Violet Starling 

 By Graeme Arnott                                         By Julia Birkhead 

Ostrich  

By J.J. Ellinckhuijzen 

Green-backed Heron 

 

Three-banded Courser 
 

By Helge Denker 



Most Attractive Bird Stamps (Top Ten) 
 

 

 

                  Kori Bustard  

                                Cape Eagle Owl 

 

By Dick Findlay 

Blue-cheeked Bee Eater 

 

By Denis Murphy 

Wood Sandpiper                                       Damara Tern 
 

By Sheila Nowers                                    By Andre Olwage 



Most Attractive Bird Stamp  

My Choice 

Three-banded Courser 
By Helge Denker 



End of  

Power Point Presentation 
 

 

 

 

I hope you enjoyed it 

 

When viewing the display 

Please choose your most 

attractive bird stamp 
 

Thank you 


