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The BEditor's Chair

Here we are starting Volume 5 and wiching you all a Very Happy and
Prosperous New Year. What about making it heppier for the Society by in-
creasing our membership? Yes, this point is continually being brought for-
ward but as 1ittle notice seems to be tsken of it, the only thing we can do
is labour the point wmtil somebody does do somethingd With this issue you
will see the neme of one new member and three resignations ~ if it continues
to slide on such a scale, the point will soon be reached vhere it becomes a
question of increasing the subseription or ceasing publication. For the
record, cne resignetion is due to emigration, one due to 11l health and
the third - no explanation given.

We are pleased to welcome a contribution from Iir Orkin which gives
rather a novel aspect to Union philately - we only hope there will not be
heartburning in the S.A. Post 0ffice]!

Very soon, there will be only the last animal set on sale in the
Union as the supplies of the nrevious 4%, 1/3 and 1/6 are practically ex-
hausted. It is wderstood that there are not any sheets of the 1d and 2d
stemps available at the G.F.0., Pretoria which bear cylinder numbers.
Talking of eylinder numbers, it would seem that a new one has been used for
the 2d value although we have not received this information oifilcially so
cannot pass any pertinent comments. (No. 20)

+t will be seen that the venue for this year's A.G.l. and Exhibition
has been chenged, although in fact it is only & few minutes removed. W
had a very good attendance in 1956 and hope to do hetter this year, so meke

2 note of the dete now.

Reverting to the question of membership in ean effort to help we are
meking a special subscription rate available this year, i.c. 25/~ to cover
12 months! subscription and Part I of the Union catzlogue postage paid.

In the dollar coumtries, this will be #3.50. It is hoped that this saving
in the initial expense will prove of some encowesgement to those colleecters
on the brink, as it were, of becoming Union enthusiasts, This special

of fer anplies to any part of the world by the way, and not just the U.K.,
Cenada, or the U.S:A.

More contributions are still wonted for as you lkmow, the magazine
is comprised solely of reading matter and therefore articles are used up
at a rather faster rate,
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WHEN THE FOSTWAN MNODDED
by
L. B. ORKIN

Three assumptions are made in this article on irregular South
Africen postal cancellations, One is that in terms of the postal regula~
tions, postage stamps must be cancelled in black ink, the second is that
red ink must be used for "peaid-beteald" end meter cancellations znd the
third is that in the Fost Office it is the postmen vho is responsible for
cancelling letters and "locking after" automatic and hand cancellers,

Rules one and two have been broken on numsrous oceasions and the postmen
of many offices (mostly in the Transvesl), if my third assumption is velid,
have been responsible for numerous errors in cancellations,

One of the comuonest mistekes is to leave the cliche or slug "paid-~
betaald" in the autumatic conceller after it has ceased to bs used to can-
cel letters for which pre-peyment has been accepted. Illustration No.i
shows the effect of this mistake - the cancellation is however, is black
ink,

I have examples of this "faux pas" from
Roodepoort 5/7/54, 7/7/54, 17/5/55, 18/5/55,
Klerksdorp 26/11/5k, 26/1/55, 31/1/55, Benoni,
Germiston, Johannesburg "A" 2/9/54, 3/9/55,
Pietersburg, Springs, Standerton, Vereeniging,
Cape Town and Port Elizsbeth,

I have just as many examples of the use of the red "paid-betaald"
automatic canceller to cancel postage stampss I have seen no actual case
vhere the "paid-betasld" slug having been removed, the automatic canceller
is applied to stamps using red ink but examples of machine ceancellations
in blackish-browmish-red (due to an admixture of the two inks) are numerous
both with and without the "paid-betaald" sluge, Whether this is due to
feilure to empty the reservoir of black ink before adding red or vice
verse I do not know - the result is an wusual cancellation. T have ex-
amples from Krugersdorp in October and November 1954, of a piebald
machine cancellation which locks like the efforts of a typist operating
on the middle of a bi-colour ribbon. In August 1954, the same thing
happened at Boksburg,

e come next to numerous instances of the postman's attempt to remedy
his mistake, One wonders whether it is wise to attempt to improve on a
faulty cancellation once it has been imprinted as only a stamp collector,
postal official or other trained obscrver would notice the original mistake,

Page ).;.,
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whereas the "touched-up" affair cries out to high heaven. Examples emanate
from Benoni, 2/11/54 and 13/8/55, where the postman has almost succeeded
in obliterating the faulty red impression by supsrimposing almost exactly
the correct black one, In one case, the impression of circle and wavy
lines is the saime in both colours apart of course from the "paid~betaald"
cliche in red. In the other cases straight black lines with "Buy South
African" between are superimposed on wavy red lines, In a third case, the
first impression is in reddish-black with an over-print of black,

There is one interesting cexample emanating from Vryburg where the
"paid~betaald" machine canceller in blackish~red mizses the stamp completely.
Wrong colour, wrong ceanceller, missed stamp and no hand canceller - you
nodded with a vengeance, Mr Fostman, that Avgust day in Vryburgd Six months
later at the same Post Office the aubtomatic canceller was used upside dovm.

In September, 1954, a letter posted at Boksburg was cancelled at
10615 aeme with a red "paid-betasld" cancsllation and 32 hours later the
letter again went through the machine to carry the conventional black
superscription,

There is an example in June 1954 of a similar occurrence at Germiston
both the red "paid-betaald" and black endorsements apparently being applied
at 8 aoiia

On 7th May, 1955, the conventional black machine cancellation at
Germiston consisted of a reversed circular town cancellation together with
an upright "Buy South African" slug. This masterpiece of "nodding" forms
illustration MNo. 2.

At 8 aem, on 10th Pebruery 1955, at Gemmiston, we have another perm-
utation, Two {1d Wildebeest stamps were originally cancelled in black by
the "paid~betaald" slug., About the same time they were further obliterated,
without the slug, but the weving lines curve in opposite directions, This

seems to be worth illustrating as No.3.

Vereeniging in 1954 and 1955, furmishes examples of most of the
mzchine cancellation errors with sttempts to rectify which emphasize the
original misteke, Prakpan in May and again in August 1955, fwrnishes ex-
amples of the inverted town circie, in conjunction with a "Buy South African"
slogan slug, as does Standerton in INovember and December 954 (wavy lines)
and May 1955 ("Buy South African")

The sole exhibit from Bloemfontein is a black "paid-betaald" can~

cellation on an unsbamped envelope, addressed to a govermment department
wder the typed ception 0,H.1., S.

Fage 5o
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Another interesting example, of which there are three copies, is
dated 31st March 1955, and consists of machine cancellations in bhlack
retaining the slug "paguebot',

These Cape Towm enwelopes were not posted from a boat as they con-
tained returns to a govermment departmwsnt from three separate Cape employers
who could hardly all have been travelling by boat on the seme day with the
retwmns still in their possession.

In many cases where an erroneous slug or colour has been used to
cancel postage stamps, the matter is "rectified" by using the ordinary
killer. The same applies to the incorrect original use of the red "paid"
killer to cancel a stamp. I have examples from Witbank (April 1955) and
Fotchefstroom (February 1955), A4 Rugtenburg killer "pald" cancellation in
red came through unaltered and without any superiiposition,

In June, July and Avgust 1955, letters to Pretoria addresses coming
from places as far apart as Cape Towm, Margate, Verulam, Port Shepstone and
Stanger were re-cencelled at Pretoria though epparently quite correctly
addressed and stemped on dispatch. The re-cancellation todk the form
variously oi one machine cancellation superimposed on another, a machine
cancellation on a killer cancellation, killer on machine and killer on killer.
The reason for this procedure which usually involved a difference of three
days in the dates, is not apparent.

There is one ecxample of a correctly addressed envelope going through
Johannesburg "A" and Johannesburg '"D" machines on 6th and 7th ¥arch 1956, In
anothzr the envelope went through machine eanceller 2 on 1st larch 1956,
through machine canceller unnumbered on 2nd ilarch and received killer 102
right over the stamps on 5th March, There is probably in this case some
excellent reason for the plethora of stemp slaughtering. In a further case,
at 9.30 zeme and 1s30 peme on 13th August 1955, an attempt was made to
carcel a 2d Zebra stemp in two different machine cancellers, When both
attempts Tailed the stomp was obliterated in indelible pencil, On {7th June
1955 at 530 poms machines X and E stitempted to obliterate a verticel pair
of enimal pennies but the bottom stamp missed the "automatisation" as well
as any attempt to rectify by pencil or killer,

T have two exanples each of twopennywevenue stamps both Queen's
Head and Coat of Arms passing through the post without surcharge.

There are seversl case
Johannesburg 125, in conjunct
stamp pad.

s of the use of the normal killer espscially
ion with violet ink from en ordinary rubber-

T have an example of what appears to be a "Double™ or "bounced"
strike ol an automatic canceller at Kroonstad, on 26/6/56, The best exemple,
however, of' a "double" strike that I have seen emanated from Tidburys Toll

Page 6(:



killer on 10th Jume 1955. It will be seen from the illustration that the
doubling is confined to letters and numbers in the name and date. The

outer and inner circles and heavy broken lines appear to have held thelr
ground. Nook.

I have an envelope which was delivered to a Box number in Preforia
without any cancellation. It contained a palr of Drommedaris {d sbamps
each initialled and dabted as on a recelpt. I have salso numerous pen can-
cellations but these I fecl sure were applierl by wide-awalke postmen who
noticed that stamps had coms through "unkilled'.

I illustrate other wmusual itews viz. (5) Vereeniging cencellation
11 X A 59 (6) Orlmey Station with 12 IV 55 upside down (7) liddelburg killer
with braces and belt for safety first viz. (Transveal) alter the name as
well as T at the bottome Moy T "touch wcod" that T at the bottom does not
signify something other than Transvasl?

fle now come to the "temporary! killer which I wderstond contains
moveble type and is issued to post offices for use while "pukka killers are

being prepared., Some of the amusing items spotted are illustrated:-

8 and 13 represent MAKWASSIE (anglice MNaquassi), In both examples,
the date JA 27 Thas got itself included, in a kind of tete bheche ._ma.te.. with
the town's name in the circunferential text. The postmwon liked AP 5 for
the April but 6 JY for the July date. The postman at Brekpan reall v went to
tovm in items 9-12. On 6th June 1955 he inverted the all-numsral date and
then rectified ite In Septewber 1954 he preferred the abbreviation SP for
the month with the year in the circumfercnce but in April 1955 he went nap
on Roman Numersls f or the month, In April and June 1955 there vere un-
decipherable “figurcs™ to the left of Brakpan. These were not there in
September 1954,

For good measure I illustrate a case which is not attributable to
that good public servent, the postman. Noo.ik is the "nodding® of an in-
dustrialist or business man who has reversed . Johamesburg in his meter
cancellation.

Finslly T illustrate a cancellstion (No.15) which is no more to be
seen since the United K_.ngdom zhandoned its navel base at Simonstoimn.
R.I,P. or Responsibility is Postman's!d

B, S, Re-reading this article end checking the dates roughly, it ssems
not impossible that much of the nodding in the Transvaal was done
by one individuel, perhaps an accident-prone relieving postman.
One can only hope that if this is the case, the article vill not
be read by his supsrvisor.

Page 7,
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One Fenny van Riebeeck's Ship

by R, J. Clayton

I have wished for a long time that soiebody with brains, leisure
and a goodly supply of material would let us have a series of articles on
this stamp in its various menifestations., We have the excellent series of
articles on the halfpenny Springbck” by 1 P, Do Haigh in the First Volume
of the lisgazine, and Dr Gordon Ward has produced a most admirable and
learned bodclet on the same stamp, but T know of no comprehensive study of
the penny which in its way is, in my opinion, almost as interesting, Most
certainly I cannot attempt anything of the sort, but Mir Sherwood's passion—
ate appeals for materials for the "Springbck " have not been lost upon ne,
and in the hope that those better equippzd mentally and materially than I
am will correct my errors, £fill in my gaps and in fact reflect, "Well,
dash it, I may not kmow much but at least I know more than poor old Clayton",
I am going to have a shot at putting cdowm what I do Imow or fancy I know.

First of all let me say that I most certainly cannot pretend to be
able to allot to its proper printing every stamp. Second, I don't think
that I have very much to say that is really original; it is largely a re-
hash of the Handbook/Catalogue, Third, there ars considerable lacunae in
what I do intend to attempt, nanely to take the list of rrintings, plates
or what-nots given in the Handbook and suggest means for allotting 4o as
many es possible soms sbamps so that one’s collection may be at least some-
thing more than a mere conglomeration of random shades, varieties and post~
marks, For this purpose, I shall assume that the materigl is "used" as
the date of the postmark is frequently of assistance in placing a atemp and
also that controls are not available, If you have these controls, it is,
of course, easy,

I think that for most beginners sheer bewilderment daunts them vhen
they first open the Handbook and I mropose to attempt to suggest methods
vhereby this bewilderment cen be overcome - in fact to provide a mecthod of
procedure vwhen confronted by a quantity of stamps and the Handbook,

The Fenny van Riebeeck's &hip stamps fall into the following groups
and the first step is to sort them into corresponding piles, If anybody
does not know how to do this, he had better learn because I do not propose
to encumber these articles by telling him,

Page 8.3
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I, Typographed,
I7. Roto. Unhyphenated.
ITTI. Hyphenated.
IV, Dittoe. Reduced format,
V, Ditto. Screened.
VI, Hard Horizon.
VII., Coils monocoloured,
Lach of these groups can be sub-divided into a greater or lesser
number of plates printings or what~have-yous and it is possible to allot
some stamps to some plates with confidence and to arrange others in some

sort of tentative order without the necessity of controls or cylinder flaws
by means of an intelligent guess and the elimination of impossibilities.

GROUP T. TYFOCRAEIED

T suggest that for wmost people, honour will he satisfied by collect-
ing in pairs stamps from the following sources:-

le London Sheets (5/0 23),

2, London Booklets (H/AC Bb).
3. London Coils (H/C R6),

Lo Pretoria Sheets (H/C 34).
5. Pretoria Booklets (H/C B7).
6; Pretoria Coils (H/C R8).

It should bhe possible in most cases to tell whether any of the sides
of the stamp have been torn or guillotined., If a stamp has been guillotined
at top or bottom or on the right and top or bottom, it is from a booklet.
Stamps with perf. 14 are frowm FPretoria Booklets whether guillotining can be
distinguished or not. All other stamps of this group have perf 14 x 1k
according to the Handbook Supplement. This is plainly right and the Original
Hendbook is wrong in stabting that the London Bocklets have peris 15 x 14
At 211 events, the guage is the same.

In the sauwe way at least some coll stamps appear to have both sides
guillotined, It has been suggested thal they were separated by hand and in
that case they cannot be distinguished from stamps [rom sheets, I have,
however, a single stamp which is quite plainly guillotined on both sides
and I have also some halfpemy stamps which are guillotined in the same way
including a single with what appears to be a join.

Fage %



Tt is sometimes not easy to say with certainty vwhether a stamp is
from a London or a Pretoria sheet. If a piece of side margin is attached,
oi course there is no difficulty, but even if there is not, it is usually
possible to find in any lot of stamps some vhich can be allotted with fair
certainty. If you can read that the date on the postmark is in 1926, then
the stamp is firom the London printing, but otherwise there is only the
general appearance of the stamp to go on,Generally speaking, the better the
quali®ty of the printing, the more likely it is to be from London, and the
worse the more likely it is to be from Pretoria,.

I know of no way of distinguishing the different plates (three in
gll) of the Pretoria printings, cxcept by the controls listed in the Hand-
book. TIncidentally, I have soms bottom ileft hand corncr staimps and the
jubilee lines are distinguishable from each other:; but I do not know how to
allot them to plates. Can anybody tell me please?

There is a suggestion that two or perhaps more dies were used in the
production of this stamp and a full articie on ths subject appears in the
"Springbok" Vol.IV Noe5. Perscnslly, I consider that thig, to say the least,
is not proven one way or the other. MNay it not be that the difference in
the stamps (vhich is undeniable) is due to differences in the ink, or, as
is mentioned in the letter quoted in the article, from the Royal Mint, to
wear of the plates., It sesins to me that there are too many intermediate
stamps in which the differences appear in various degrees to make it likely
that there was more than one die. However, the question needs further study
like so many aspects of South African Fhilately,

By the way, at least the sheet and booklet stamps from both London
and Pretoria are found with both upright and inverted watermarks, though
the sheets are much more common with upright. I have never seen a coil
stamp of this group with an inverted watermark, bult I camob say that there
is no such thing,

(to be continusd),

T w  t O] S o o] 1 o et
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SEMPER ALTJUID NOVUM

Despite all that has been compiled about the d Springbok, including
the masterly study by Dr Gordon Ward, FoReP.S.,L., it still retains its en-~
grossing interest for the student, as the last word has yet to be writt ten,
1f indeed, it ever will be, As Iar as the unhypheneted printings are con-

"necl althoug"l the 1956 Supp] ement to the Union Handbook/Catalogue con-
ualned a complete re-listing of this stamp, including a printing hitherto
uniisted and entirely new to mst collectors, it seems evident to the writer
that there are still scime inconsistencies vhich require elucidation.

At this point, it may be worth while to recapitulate the listing of
the headings in the Supplemnent in abbreviated forme (NOTE: The various
combinations of head and frame cylinders have always been referred to in
the various speclalised catalogues as "plates", in spite of the inaccuracy
of this term as applied to rotary photogravure printing: since we are more
or less stuck with this term, although Dr Ward's '"cylinder-set" is much more
accwratey it is retained throughout this article. The vords "head" and
"frame" have been substituted for "interior® and "exterior" purcly as a
personal preference of the writer, ps belng more descriptive.

Catalopue Supplement Listing of Unhyphenated Zd.

Cate Moo

364 FLATE I: Head cylinder I/Frame cylinder I. Lines of shading rownd
buck's head full and strong. No white patches in head
shading or retouches on any stamp.

36k,  FLATE TI: Head cylinder I/Freme cylinder II. Head shading wesk,
'l‘Jhitc patches in shading an buck's muzzle on row 1/12,
in front of buck's 11ecl{ O TOW 4/]1 , and betveen buck's
horns on row 9/5; no rectouches on any stamps

3613 FLATE ITa: Head cylinder Ia/Frame cylinder IT, Reduction in density
of head shading and retouches present on buck!s muzzle
row 1/12, in front of buck's neck on row 4/11, and between
horns on row 9/)°

36 G/D, FIATES IIb, Ilc, (These are really only shades of Plate ITa, known
as "Cleaned Ilate" (inaccurately), and "Splintered Horns"
printings respectively,)

36FE.  FPLATE III: Head cylinder II/Frame cylinder ITT. From entirely new
heed ond {rame cylinders, (Although no% stated, by im-
pPlication it suggests that there sre no white patches
or retouches on this plate.)

Page 11,
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It will be seen that the Supplement clesrly states that stamps Lrom Head
cylinder I/Frame cylinder I (i.e., from sheets with arrows illustrated in
the Handbook/Catalogus as Flate I), exist only without any of the vhite
patches in the head shading, This is a complete contradiction of all earlier
catalogue listings of Plate I, which was hitherto stated to have been the
plate with the white patches in the head shading,

It seemed odd to the witer that if the printing with Plate I arrows .
did not exhibit these white pabtches that the contradictory listing should
have lingered so long without correction in the earlicr catelogues. Further-
more, in Gilbert's listing in the SOULH AFRICAN FHILATEIIST of the unhyphen-
ated issues, where he was apparently working directly from post office
sheets, it is stated categorically thut this printing did exhibit the white
patches, Obviously this called for investigation, providing one could lay
nands on suitable materiel for study.

A short time ago, ¥r R. J. Lawrence, a menber of the London Group,
drew my attention to some specimens in his collection from row 4/11, with
the white flaw in front of the buck'!s neck, which seemed to him to call for
some explanation, On one pair, in addifion to the vhite head flaw, a frame
flaw was visible in the rorm of a tiny green dot outside the frame at the
top left; on enother pair, also with the white flaw, this dot vas absent.
Subsequent reference to a pair from the saue sheet position from the first
"Off'icial" overprint showed that this green dot was constant. Furthermore,
Mr Lavrence had also a block of four containing the pair above, on which
the white fleawr occurred in conjunction with the green line through the right
spandrel (catalogued as 364/B/C/D Vd) on row 3/12, and on this block the
little preen dot was absent. It appeared likely, therefore, that two print-
ings existed with the white patch on row 4/11, from two different frame
cylinders, Since the first "Official' overprint undoubtedly bore Flate I
arrows, and since the variety with the green line through the spandrel vas
known as a FPlate II flaw, these two frames cylinders were almost certainly the
first and second frame cylinders, It was also noted by I Lawrence that on
the specimens from what was suspected to be the second frame cylinder, the
vihite patch had the appearance of being slightly greater in area than on
the other pairs,

I we were right in our asswaption, then it followed that the Supple-
ment had omitted a printing vhich preswnably came between its Plate I end
Flate IT, in vhich the white patch ocourred in conjunction with the frame
cylinder with Flate I arrows. It was thought likely that a block might be
found from rows 3 and L, stemps 11 and 12, vhich.would exhibit the white flaw
in front of the buck's neck on row l;./'i 1, but without the green line through

Page 124
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the spandrel on row 3/12, which would further coniirm Flate I origin., Since
neither of us were able to find such a block in our collections, Lir Lawrence
made one or two enquiries, with negative result, from other collectors. It
was knovm that the L. A. B. Sharpe collection, belonging now to the Royal
Fhilatelic Society, contained a number of large pieces of the wmhyphenated
1 printings, and the writer was zble to inspect these in the hope that the
necessary evidence vwould be forthcoming,

This collection contained +vwo pieces vhich do, in the writer's opinion,
definitely confirm that the white patches occur in conjunction with Flate I
arrows. In one case, a block of eight stamps from rows 1 to 4, stamps 1 to
12, vhich shows the vhite patch on row 4/11, the smell gireen dot above the
frame on the top left, and no green line through the spandrel on row 3/12.

In the other, a large block of twenty-four stemps from rows 9 and 10,

stamps |1 to 12, which shows sufficient of the side marginal arrows to deter—
mine that it was from the Plate I frame cylinder, and on which on row 9/5
the shading between the horns is very weak and wnretouched,

Although the writer has not seen any material confirming the existence
of the newly-discovered printing listed for the first time in the Supplement
to the Hendbook/Catalogue, i.e., that from frame cylinder I with Plate I
arrows, without any of the white flaws on rows 1/12, 4/11 and 9/5, the fact
that the editors state that their new listing is compiled "as a result of
further research”, suggests that they are quite satisfied that this printing
does exist, and must be included in any revised table of printings.

To sum up, we now have evidence that

(a) the white flaw in front of the buck's neck on row L/41 exists in
two states:

1e  With a small green dot above the frame alt the top
left, and without a green line through the right apandrel
on row 3/12 above,

2o With no dot above the frame, but with a green line through
the spandrel on row 3/12.

(b) the stemp from row 9/5 exists with weak head shading between
the horns, and Plate I arrows.

It is sﬁgge.s;ted that the following table, compiled with particular

reference to the [ laws on rows 3/12, and 4/11, evbraces all the printings
of the wnhyphenated 3d so far established.

Page 13,
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Printings of the Unhyphenated d 1931-36,

I. Head cylinder I/Frame cylinder I, Arrows as Plate I illustrated
in Handbook/Catalozue, 411 lines of shading rownd head strong; no
trace of white patch on 4/11; green dot sbove frame at top left on
row 4/11; no green through spandrel on row 3/12. (H/C "Plate I
caten0s36) .

ITs Head cylinder I/Frame cylinder I, Arrows as Flate I i1l, Iines of
shading round head weak; white patch and green dot on row 4/11;
no green line through spandrel »ow 3/12. (3/C uncat.)

11T, Head cylinder I/Frame cylinder II, Arrows as Plate IT illustrated
in Handbook/Catelogues Lines of shading rowmd head weak; vhite
patch slightly larger and no green dot above frame on row 4./11;
green line through spandrel on row 3/12. (H/C "Flate II" cat.no36A).

IV Head cylinder I/Freme cylinder IT, Arrows as Flate IT ill. Thite
patch retouched and no green dot on row 4/11; green line through
spendrel on row 3/12. (H/C "Plate IIa" ceteno,36B).

VI. Similar in every way Lo Frinting IV but "Cleaned Plate" appearance.
(H/C "Flate IIb" cateno.36C).

VI, Similar in every wey to Printings IV and V, but "Splintered Horns"
appearance, (H/C "Plate TIc" cat.no.36D).

VIT. Head cylinder II/Trame cylinder ITI. Arrows as Plate IIT illustrated
in Supplement., ILdnes of shafding round head clear and strong; no
trace of white petch or retouch a row 4/11 (or any other stamp);
no green dot on row 4/11; no green line through spandrel on row 3/12.

Very little informabion seems to be available to indicate the dates
of first appearance of any of these printings, except the first. Gilbert
suggests that his "Flate I" (Printing IT sbove) was only in use for a short
while, since Flate IT made its appearance quite early in 1931, He also says
that Flate IIL is only knovm with 1932 dates, although it is believed to
have appeared in 1931, and that it also was on sale for a very shart time.
Certainly stemos from framc cylinder II are much the commonest mst with.

The writer has been able to complete a reconstructed sheet from £frame
cylinder II with the cxception of six stamps, obout one-third of a sheect
from freme cylinder I, and less than a dozen stamps from frame cylinder III,

In conclusion, the vriter must adknowledge his debt to Mr R J,

. Lowrence as the inspiration of the study, and to Mr G. N Gilbexrt for his
original study not only of the #d, but of all the other volues in the w-~
hyphenated series, without which this vould never have been writiten,

Pr'.-‘.ge '“-Fc
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KITLOVARE ~ ONE FOUND

Have you ever moted. accurately just what you get in the Kiloware you
buy? Or do you, after sorting out the items you want, pass a the remainder
to other collectars, nephews, nieces, etc., as I have done in the past?

I bought & pound cf Kiloware recently and, sceanning the large pile
of 1d and 2d of the Animel Series which I realised I would have to Iloat and
sort thoroughly, I decided I could float and sort everything wvithout much
extra effort.

Spending two hours each day, I toock two days to sort the parcel and
six days to float ewrything except the few pieces with postmarks vhich I
wented separately and the War Effort Bantams vhich were mainly singles. The
time spent "floating" could have been much less, bub, as T can't leave any-
thing lying around, I had to have each "float" suf ficiently dry to put away
each day.

At this point, I was going to include a complete list of all issuess
found and the number of singles, pairs, etec. of sach, but two pages of figwes
are not very interesting, The main bulk of the parcel is made up of 200 of
the various issues of the 1d Ship; 120 Smell W.B. 5d; 154 small Union Build~
ings; end, of course, the Animal Series of vhich the 1d and 2d are split up
es follows:-

2d Zebra - Singles 898, Pairs L4, To examine 3l1 Total 1247
14 Gnu -~ Singles 516, plus 199 to examine
Pairs Horizontal 120, " 166
Pairs Vertical 39, * " 3k _
Strips of 3 9% Total 1460,

For the remainder, let it be suff icient to say that low values of
nearly every issus Irom the Lerge War Effort to the Animal Series are included
in a grend totel of 382. stamps. (In addition there are sbout 400 various
issues of Rhodesia, Kenya, ilyasaland, etc.) You will notice in the split-up
of the 1d and 2d¢ thet I have shown a number "to examine”, This inclu.es all
dots, spots, blemishes, and flyspecks visible to ny eye without the aid of a
magnifier - but my eye is pretty sharp so some very small {lyspecks are
indluded.

Scrutinising these wery carefully, mainly with a magnifier in order
to find additional dots to aid in verification, I have found various varieties
which appear to be constent -~ 52 in the 2d Zebra and 48 in the d Gnu, from
the Handbodc/Catalogue, I have found variety Va of the 2d "Hlob on the numeral
2 of the value", also these varietics of the 1d Gnu:=~ Va - "Ixtra stop to
right of "d" of "{d", Vb - "Dark dot below VE of REVENUE", and V& -~ "Red dot
in gutter between stemps". This last is a definite, pale-red spot in the
gutter above the UL of Suid, but there is an equally definite spot of violet
colow in the gubter of the 2d below the I of AFRICA, but since this spot is
rather close to the perforations, it wmay have been owerlodted, in fact, in one

Page 15,
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of my copies, the spot is actually cut in two by a perfaration. In a similar
Wway, in the 2d, there is an extra stop to the right of the "d" of the value
which is slightly more definite then veriety Va of the 1d. Pernaps sowzbody
has already noticed these "varieties" and drawm your attention to theu? In
that case, may I plead ny ignorance due to a two~year lapse from Stamp-
collecting caused by pressure of work?

I should add that the "constentness" of the 100 variations fownd is
vouched for by two copies at least, and by more thon one flyspeck on each,

Have I become too interested in flyspecks, to the detriment of other
collecting? T heave certainly fownd it amuging , end have even ordered another
"pound of kiloware", but perhaps I have been warned? Being shart of a Stock
Book in which to keep the stamps, I used the pages of a bodc to keep them in
order. The hook? Steinbeck's "THE GRAFES OF WRATH",

P ot Bt g et ot P i s o S

C (RRES PONDENCE
THE 24 UNION BUILDII:S.

I must apologise for the uswl crop of errors in the above titled
article, As you arec aware, it was written and degpatehed in such hagte that
T did not even have time to get it typed.
Corrigenda,
1. Note L should read "i end j" instead of "y and k",
2s In the table of imdti-positive flaws "9x3 - S, J.corner of E extended dowm—
wards" occurs in all printings end is not asbsent in Plate T as hovm.
3. The approximate dates of issue are not given very cle arly in the check list.
FPlate T appeared "on or about April 10th 1931" vice S.4.P
Flate IT first appeared in October 1931 for certain and possibly earlier.
Plate IIT first appearcd as carly as October 1933
The dates of the wverious printings from Plate IT and III can only be
inferred and have not been fully investigated but the following may be
hel pful.
a) The indigo and ¥iclet printing from Flate ITT (SG.A4b) was the last un-
hyphenated 2d circa 1957/38., The H,B.,C. lists two shades dark =d pale.
b) The last printing but onc (eirca 1936) had a definitely bluish bladk
centre and a frame similer to the previous printing.
4o Rolls. Since writing the above it has occurred to me that the writer
of .the note.in the S,4A.P. July 1932 might have been referring o the
economy strip from the hooklets which vould be in blocks of 10 x 2 and not
in one long strip of 20 stemps. All the same I still stick to my theory.
Cacculus,

Dear 8ir,

. g b et et e e

Dear Sir,

Regerding the query "by hand of pilot" it was the aistom dwing the
war to entrust important letters somctimes to Pilots - usuelly of the top
secret "the men who nover was" type and the poor old pilot had to hend it
over to a particular person on srrivel and pget a receipt for it. Very often
the pilot had to kecp the lettor on his person all the time so that the en-
doraement "by hend of pilot" was meant dlmost literally,

Richmond, E, Kinsey.
P. S Reference ny letter in the last issue pleasec note the "Comet" corried
mall FCR end not from the countries menticned,
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LONDON GFOUP MEETINGS

Next meeting 12th February = Wer Efforts including Bantams.

1 2th }arch ~ Bach mewber shows minimum 2 sheets (or peys
1/~ for dodging!)

9th April - #d Springbok - Dr Cordon Ward - a discussion.

14th May ~ Ammuzl General Meeting - 6 sheet competition.

As should be well known, M W. &, Page is Secretary of the Group,
and will be very pleased to answer any enquiries about the Group and its
activities. Needless to say, any member of the Society is always very wel-
comz at the Meetings whether just "passing through" or an intending rogular.

P e e e ]

Be it known, far and wide, that the 1957 Annual General Necting of
the Society and the Hxhibition will be held at the Bonnington Hotel,
Southampton Row, London, W..1, on Saturdsy, October 26th, when similar
arrangements as last year have been made, i.e, en Exhibition Room and a sep-
arate room for the use of members. More details later , bubt please meke a
note in yowr diary NOW!

—— oy S0 ot B e S8 et e S e B

This isswe carries an article by Mr L. B Orkin vhich should prove
both amusing and instructive. Ir Orkin would be glad to hear from any other
Member who may be interested in this aspect of Union philatelys. The address
¥r L. Es Orkin, The Cottage, 1 Eighth Avenue, Orange Grove, Johamesburg,
South Africa.

IAMFORTANT NCTICE

Your Editor has recelved an invitation to the Socisty to exhibit
from 6l pages to 128 pages in the Cowrt-of -Honowr at the National Exhibition
to be held in Pearl when the Congress of the Fhilatelic Federation ol
Southern Africa will meet on October 23rd.

The request specifies an exhibit of Union Postal History for the
period 190 to date to be displayed in frames conslisting of L. rovs of 4
pages. Couposite exhibits for the period 1852 to 1910 have been obtained,
as well as to cover the other Provinces.

Will any member willing to loan pages from his or her collection,
pleese vrite to the Bditor indicating how many pages would be available and
if possible giving some idea of the material but FLEASE DO NCT SEND ANTY
SHEEPS wntil and wmless speeif icelly reguested so to do. A chence to pub
the Society on the map in the Union - can you, and will you HELF?

Page 19.
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VEVBER SHIP TNFORMATION

New Vewber.
328, A, Gazel, 5 rue ds la Chaise, Paris, France,

Changes of Address,

8L A.W.Cousins, 6 0ldfield Road, Chauldon, Hemel lempstead, Herts,
114 CoB.Tregurtha, 34 Wolseley Road, Godalming. Swrrey.

183, A.A.Whitworth, 80 Iverna Court, London, .8,

Resignations.
126, P.J.Browne, Maidstone,
313: ReR.Brocks, Bristol.

66, MNrs Ke.Johnson, Birkenhead,

[T P P A S —

PUZZLE CORNER
The eanswers to the problems set in our last issue are detalled as
follows:-

T Lan 98201913

2. Recorded in the Holy Bible, the Dove returning to the Avk with the
twige

3e U.Cat. 16Va.

L, The margins, either perforated or imperforated (the casicst way to sort

them out but only a few have margins, )
5- I\Tou 36.
6o Vol.II, Cat.ROVL,
7e SGsl3c, Darmstadts.
8. Sce page 303, Vol.1 UC.
9. See page 310, Vol.1 TC.

10. UC, Vol.II, page 19.

11« The last covers to be used with all or most of the stamps which could
be used pricr to the normal and definitive issue,

12, W. 45B,

13, Ink has not dried and is picked up on the next turn of the cylinders.
Try a rubber stamp on a piece of paper on a typewriter and you vill
see how it duplicates itself,

1k, Arrow blocksitd!

15. Bame lrame design.

16 The design on back and front should register.

17. Something that is not usual in the printing, fold over perfls;
missing centres, ctec., etc., in other words, printed matter which
should have not been missed by the inspection department of the printing
works, (Shades of 2}d imperforated GBIJ!I!!

Skippers.

If the puzzles set were of interest, please let us know and ve maybe
can find some more.
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