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THE_EDITOR'S CHATR

Our apologies are offered for the lateness in distribution of this issue due
to holidays and general pressure of circumstances.

By the time this copy is in your hands the date for the Anrmal Exhibition
will not be so far away so we remind you again that it is to be held on October
25the, a Saturday, at the Bommington Hotel, in London and a further notice
appears on another page. It ig hoped that every member who can possibly do so
will come along to view what is undoubtedly the finest display of Union Stamps
availeble to the public in this country. Also, of course, it is an excellent
opportunity to get to kmow your fellow members and it was encouraging to note
the nmumber of country members who made the trip to London last year especislly
for the occasion, May we look forward to seeing you? I you do come along we
should appreciate your making yourself known to us even if it is only to say

'goodbye ' &

We have had a lot of trouble with the Exchange Packet this summer through
members overlooking to let us know holiday dates and also through members
leaving their addresses on business and then forgetting the possible arrival of
the packet, Please make it a matter of urgency to send the packet on within
the 48 hours stipulated in the Rules, A rnumber of members do not seem to
appreciate the fact that the Certificate of Posting which is to be cbtained on
each occasion should bear the name and address of the member to whom the parcel
is posted,

We are still in need of articles to keep the magazine in publication please,
and in this comnection we are grateful to Dr, Gordon Ward for his continued
enthusiastic support,

S0 far nobody has come forward with any information regarding the query on
the Harrison Essays = dis this to remain a mystery?
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by
E. LAUDER

Many members of the Society will remember the excellent article on the
gbove subject by J. Ae V. Peters which appeared in the first issue of "The
Springbok", Arising from the publication of Mr Peters! article several members
wrote to the Editor giving further information, the most useful contribution
being a letter from Dr T. B. Berry which can be found in Vol. 1 Noe 4 at page 77e

The main subject of contention was as to how coil Joins with their vertically
trimmed edges out of alignment could have occured. Three different explanations
were offered but, unfortunately, no conclusions were reached as to how the
variety arosee

As it is over five years since the article was published I make no excuse
for returning to the subject, particularly so when many members will not have a
copy of the first mmber of "The Springbok" to which they can refer and further-
more the discovery of a few morec cxamples of this variety takes us a step for=
ward in solving the problem,

T would remind members that the %d, 1d., 1%& and 2d coil stemps were preparced
from the original shects of 240 (four panes ecach of ten horizontal rows of six
stamps). The procedure was to put a sheet of 240 stamps through a straight line
perforator to which two extra punches were put into the perforation. die in
addition to the single gtraight line of perforations, The two cxtra punches were
placed so as to coincide with the outer vertical edges of cach of the panes, the
purpose being to provide an automatic means of holding a sheet of stamps in
position when trimming and cutting into pancs from which to make the coils,

After perforation the sheets were trimmed on a special machine known as a
circular trimming teble. The operator by successive strokes of the knife rcmoved
the unwanted portions of the right end left sheet margins, the vertical gutter
and all of the top and bottom shcet margins and horizontal gutter except such
portions as were required to makec the paste-up joins to form the coils. The effect
of this was to divide the sheet into four panes, each of sixty stemps, with all
the margins removed except for a guarter inch margin along the TOP.

It is when we reach this point that some difference of opinion seems to arise
as to the next stage in the production of the coils., In the letter referred to
Dr. Berry contends that the FIRST ISSUE of the %d. in September, 1913 was pro=
“uced by cutting the panes into strips BEFORE making the join to form the 1,200

Samps coil, In other words that the +d. coil containing 1,200 stamps was an
serimental issue preparcd in a differcnt manner to that subsequently employede
was this first issue, therefore, according to Dr Berry, which contained the

en join varicty. He was kind enough to send the Editor a photograph of four
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%d, coil stamps with the variety which he had in his collection and he stated in
his letter that he could not £ind an unsven join in the 1de 5 12d. and 2d values,
It is not surprising, therefore, that he reached the conclusions as sct out in
his letter, especially as H. E. Lobdell in his book, "The De La Rue Georgians of
South Africa" stated (Page 48) that Mr S. G. Rich and ho were unsble to discover
a singlc paste-up join in which the vertically trimmed edges of ons of the stamps
werc not accurately aligned with and in exact prolongation of the corresponding
vertically trimmed edges of its mate,

The discovery of 1d. and 2d, coil stamps with uneven Joins would appcar to
disprove Dr Berry's thscry that the variety arose from the cxperimental manner in
viich the first issue of 5d. coil stamps was produced. Indeed T suggest that it
is open to doubt whelher any issue of coil stamps was cut into trips BEFORE being
Joined and accordingly this carmot account for the uneven join variety, The 1d,
coil referred to sbove is in my own ccllection and is illustrated whilc the 2d.
coil is in the collecticn of Mr D, D. Smythe of San Francisco (see "The Springbok"
Vols 1, No. 3, Page 60),

There is one interesting feature about these uneven joins. In the case of
all the rccorded examples (seven to my knowledge) of the #d, coil it is the right
margin which is continuous and the left margin meven, On the other hand in the
case of the 1d. and 2d. coils which have been found it is the LEFT nargin which
is contimicus and the wmeven margin is on the RIGHT hand side, Vhether this has
any significance or not I do not know but I rather incline to the view that like
the extra perforation hole it can occur on one side or the other. At an; rate
insufficient examples have ceme to light to allow of any conclusiong in the matter,

We now arrive back more or less where we started but with, I thinlk, sufficisnt
evidence for us to conzlude that the panes, each of sixty stamps, were pasted up
into a long continuous web before being slit into endwise coils on a machine using
rotating circular knives and capable of producing continuous coil strips of 500
or 1,200 stamps, the two sizes in which the King's Head coils appeared,

Mr Peters tells us in his article that he wrote to both Professor Lobdell
and Mr Rich for an cxplanation of the uncven join and they put forward two alter-
native suggestions:

(1) That the varicty was coused by the repsiring of a damaged coil by hand
and arose through joining two strips of unequal width,

(2) That the uncven join comes from the point at the end of a long ribbon,
in coiling the stawps, where the next length was joined on,

In reply to this explenation Dr. Beriy pointed cut that if the uneven Join
was caused by the repairing of = damaged coil by hand, then in his view the join
should eppear as a "repair join® and not as a "paste-up" join. On the face of it
this sounds reasonable enough but personally I am at a loss to understend how one
cen distinguish betwesn a "repair join" and o "paste=up" join, After all if the
horizontal perforaticas in a coil becamc detatched through incorrect tension on
the rotating circuler knife machine, or even through careless handling befors being
issued to the Post Offices, it seems foasable that a repair would be made and
what better way than by mesns of a "paste~up" join? If stich a repair did in fact
take place then one would expect to find not only the TOP margin of the panc being
Pasted to the stamps of the pane adjacent to it in the web but also an example of
a stamp with a BOTTOM margin being pasted to the top edge of the stamps adjacent,
On the other hend the simplest way to offcet a ropair would be to take a half
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inch picce of stanp edging and paste it to the bottom of one stemp and the top

of the onc adjacent to it whers the bireak took plece, This is probably what Dr
Berry had in mind when he referred to a "repair join" - but can he or anybody

else produce an authentic example? .s far as our information goes all the botton
marging were cut off so it would not be possible to effeet a repair by means of a
pane which had been trimmed. Dr Berry stated that he found three or four uncven
jolns in a small portion of a #d. roll in his possession, Perhaps he would be good
enough to say how nany stamps there were between each uneven join. Anything less
than ten stamps would secm to indicate a ropeir.

The suggestion thaot the uneven join comes from the point at the cnd of a long
ribbon, in coiling the stanps, where the next length was joined on is certainly
not substantiated by the strip in Dr Berry's possession, although the strip in
question does not proclude the possibility of such a joln occuring at the end of
a long ribbon of stamps.

In conclusion I think that we can sum up thus:

(1) The uneven join varicety nmust have been caured by the joining together
of two strips or penes which had already passcd through the rotating circular
knifc nachine,

(2) The variety camnot be confined to the first experinental preparation
of the +d. value as it is also to be found on the 1d and 2d coils and nay yet be
found on the 1%d valueo

(3) It is not confined to the end of a long ribbon of stomps wherc the ncxt
length was joined on as Dr Berry has o strip to disprove this.

(k) It could have arisen through the repair of a demaged coil by hand although
there is as yet insufficient evidence to prove that this was so,

I trust that these notes will arouse renewed interedt in this nost interesting
vdricty ond that members will search through their collections for further cx-
anples of uneven nargins on the King's Head coil stamps with a view to solving
what has remained a mystery for so many yoars.

o e e S Ll (WAL L U
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THE "ARELL" _CUP_- 1958

o s

The winning entry in the London Group's Annual Competition for the "Abell"
Cup consisted of a lay-out of selected ranes from the Advertisement Booklets of
12535 and the "JIPEX" sheets of 1936 1d values, together with explanatory notes
and plating characteristics,

Sheet I explained that the advertisement booklet panes (which were being dig-
continued) were overprinted "JIPEX 1936" for the Johannesburg International
Philatelic Exhibition, In each case the panes emanated from plates 10 and 11 of
the hyphenated issues of April 4193k and January 1935.

Indentification of the panes is made by the setting of the advertisement
tablets adjoining cach individual stemp, As a matter of interest, on the "JIPEX"
sheets the marginal perforations and the wider spacing of the overprints on cer-
tain panes provides a further means of identification but these are not essential

in the case of the 14 values,

The advertisemcnt tablets comprise 20 different types, viz. 8 Government
slogans (L in English and 4 in Afrikasmns) and 12 Commercial advertisements, 11 of
which cater for the nceds of smokers and 1 advertising - belicve it or not - the
needs of philatelists! Also on the first sheet of the exhibit sre 2 diagranms,
one showing how the original sheet of 240 stamps had the rows "Blanked out" to
form 21 pane shects and the other showing the 21 pane sheet with the nmumbered
Panes and the right hend margin as used for the "JIPEX" sheets. In the case of
the advertiscment booklet panss, this margin was guillotined off to conform to
the size of the finished booklet. The remaining 7 sheets of the exhibit each
show an advertisement booklet pane and a "JIPEX" pahe from the same position on
the sheets. These were selected to illustrate the different types referred to in
the text e.g. the dimperforate right margins and wider spacing of the overprints
on the "JIPEX" sheets,etc. On each also, further interesting information regard-
ing the panes are given, some extracts of which arc quoted: ~

On the "JIFEX" panes the right-hend margin is perforated through on all
Panes cxcept mumbers 3, 6 9{ 12, 15, 18 and 21 which are imperforate. The wider
spacing of the overprint {173 mn instead of 16% mm) occurs on panus 5, 7 and 8,
The Government advertisements appear 104 times throughout the sheet and the
"commercial" advertiscments appear 22 times. The latter appears over the first
stamp on cach pane and in one instance only over the third stamp. Pane no, 1 is
unique insomuch as it is the only one which (a) contains 2 "commereial advertise-
ments, (b) that has a "commercial advertisemant above stamp number 3 and (c) has
an advertisement for a philatelic firm instead of one for smokers' requisites. It
is also interesting to note that on the right hand block of four (stamps 2, 35 5
and 6) of each pane, the advertisement tablets are in the same language as the
adjoining stamp and each vertical pair in the block has the same advertisement in
English and in Afrikasns. The left-hand vertieal pair, however, i.e. stamps 1 and
4 do not follow this rule. The frame Plate variety which occurs on plates X and
XI and eonsisting of a white bulge in the "O" of "Scuth" at 10 o'clock, is of
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course apparent on all the pancs and occurs on the English stamps whenever they
occur in positions 1 gnd 3 or 4 and 6, As o further matter of intcrest, the
small flaws which in many instances would ensble the individuel stemp with ad-
joining advertisement tablet to be identified, were indicated on all the panes
where they exist by a small sketch of the defect, arrow-pointed to the cxact
position on the stamp. At least 80 of the stamps can be identified mostly by
the small flaws but others by the .adjecont advertiscment tablets.

For much of the information incorporated in the exhibit, full acknowlcdge=
nent is made to Mr R. P. Jonas whose rescarch is already well known to members
of the Society.

"Cupolda"

T et e e T e S e e T

A little while ago, we enquired for details regarding the 1910 2%d uscd
first day in thc posscssion of our members.

Mr G. FPeros of Tost London sdvises that he has:

1, Dowctsdorp (OFS) L4.11.10 Singlc stamp, time not dicipherables

2. TWynberg (Cape) le11.10 A plece of 5 stamps, three at top. two at
bottom with top margin ond showing centre.
dividing line, No time.

3. Viorcestor (Cope) le11.10 3 pem. Single stamp

he Worcester (Cape) Lel14.10 2 pem. Singlc stamp on cover, full envelope
address to - "M.E. Oliff,
Aittorney at Law, Warcester"

5., Port St Johns (Cape) Loe11.10 ? a.m. Single stamp on cover, full envc-
lope addresscd to "W. Brownlee, Umtata'
(Mr Brownlec was Chief Magistrate of
Transkei),
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IHE SIADES ~OF PRINTING FROM CYLINDER SET XT

OF THE SHIP PENNY

By Gordon Ward M.D,

There was a time (and not very long ago either) when the writer supposed
that he could pick out stamps from this cylinder set without any difficulty. He
knows now that he cannot., It is true enough that the pastel blue ships are very
typical but there are other shades which secm to have nothing in common with
then.

In an inspection of 320 dated copies, it was noted that the earliest were
two copies in June 1935, The shade of these was grey-blue and carmine. Copiss
did not become frequent until October/Decombe 1935, the shade being then much
the same. Therc was then a relative fall off in the frequency of dated copies
which were rare for the first half of 1936, The second half of 1936 produced the
majority of dated copies, 186 out of 320. These are oredominantly in the true
blue pastel shade which continucs until the end of the issue in Jamuary, February
and March 1937, There are thus two main shades, both pastel type. The first
with a grey centre and the second with one which is much nmore blus. These arce sep-
arated by a pericd of all sorts of shades and a reduced volume of stenps issued.

It is largely in this period that we mect with the rarer shades. There is
first an issue in which the freme is in lake shade, a much nore blue variant of
the usual carmine, This must be quite fauiliar to collectors and some, if not
all of the OFFICIAL stamps were of this sort. The nost surprising shade combin-
ation of cylinder set XI shows the carmine freme with a green centre. My few
copies are dated in July-Novenber 1936, If the centres werc only in a vague
greenish grey shade one would not be surprised, ,  but these green centres have the
additional feature that the pastel appearance is quite absent. The colour is a
very déep olive green., I would not have believed that this shade belonged to
Cylinder set XTI if it were not for the fact that I have it in association with
several well-known cylindsr set XI flaws.

The carmine frame in these green stamps is rather more pink than is usual
and in this respect link up with another shade picture, which causes confusion
with cylinder set X, In this the frame is like that of cylinder sets VIII and
IX and of some printings from X. It is Just honestly pink and not carmine, The
ship itself is grey without aay hint of blue.

There are thus (so far es ny investigetions go) the following shade groups
which can be eansily distinguished -

(a) Light grey ship, pink frane
(b) Deep grey ship, lake frane,
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(¢) Grey ship, carmine frame,
(a) Blue ship, carmine franme.
(e) Green ship, light cammine frone,

It will be realised of course that these are only types. There are all
sorts of intermediate shades,

Vie are indebted to Mr J. Robertson of Jo'burg for information about some of
the places featured on the new set of post-cards reperted in our last issue which
will no doubt be of considerable intersst to members outside the Union.

Hefmanus is a seaside holiday resort further south than Capetown,
It is a fashiondhle place and the houses mostly have thatched
roof's. Hotels frequently disappear in flames!

Raadsaal former Houses of Parliament for both the Z.A. Republick and 0.F.S,
(there are two =~ one in Pretoria and one in. Bloemfontein)

Golden Gate is scenery between Bethlchem (OFS) and Basutoland,
Libertas the official residence of the Prime Minister in Pretoria.
Compenile the 1820' Settlers' Memorial at Port Elizabeth,

La Gratitude - an old Dutch homestead,

Coffeec Bay - a delectable spot in the Transkei

T T e I e et T e S e I e
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SPECTAL _NOTICE

1958 SOCIETY /NNUAL, CGENERAL MEETING
AND EXHIBITION

All Members are corially invited to attend the Anmmual General meeting of the
South African Collectors Socicty, which will be held on Saturday 25th October
1958, at the Bonnington Hotel, Southampton Row, W.C.1. (Nearest Underground -
Russell Square),

A room has been set aside for the members, for their prrivate use, and dig-
cussions etc,, as in brevious years,

The exhibition this year will include a specialised display of the 14d
Gold Mine design, and the 3d Groote Schuur stamps of the obsolete definitives,
In addition the composite display sent by the Society to the Paarl National
Stamp Exhibition in October last year will be on view, This should not be missed.
particularly as it invoked much comment in the Union.

Lunch and Tea will be available at the hotel and, as usual there will be the
informal dinner party in the evening for the members and their friends desirous
of staying, Accommodation is available at the hotel for those out of town mem=
bers wishing to stay, although @orly booking is advisable as the demand is great
The London Secrctary will be pleased to make thesc bookings upon hearing from
the members concerned - lir, W,.. Page, 138 Chastilian Road, Dartford, Kent,

During the afternoon an iuction will be held in the main hall, ond the com-
mission of 10% will be used to help defray the expenses of the dey.

The following timeteble is for your enjoyment and it is hoped that many ncw
faces will be seen, together with those regulars who will renew old acquaitances
and meet new oncs, Please come along and meet your fellow S.i. Collectors,

TIMETABLE
Exhibition open 10, a.m. to 6, p,m.

Dealers table. 410 a,m. to 5 p.m. excluding A.G.M./fiuction,

Members Room available all day,

fuction in Main Hall at 2,45 p.m, for 3,0 Polll,

LG Me in members room, 15 minutes after the Auction,

Dining Room. Members and Friends Informal Dinner Party., 7.30 p.m. aPProxX.

MAKE A VERY SPECIAL NOTE OF THE DATE - NOow
SATURDAY 25TH OCTOBER - 1958,

-99 -
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A PROBLEM OF CYLINDER SET XI

In the Handbool/Catalogue on page 118, there are certein varietics listed as
appearing on cither cylinder set X or XI. —They are described as followsi=

"Ve, Bud on point of leaf. Inv. wnk., Row 6/10. pl. X or XI"
"Vd. Break in oval freme, Row 11/4. Pl. X or XI"

There is no doubt that there is a "bud" on the point of the leaf on both
cylinder scts X and XI. This is bound to make one feel that the same frame
cylinder must have been used for both cylinder ssts. The Handbook does not say
this, nor, on the other hand, docs it explain how identical flaws appear on two
different frame cylinders. Perhaps we are meant to assume that thesc arc multi-
positive flaws., In any case, there rcmains much to explain,.

With regard to the "bud on point of leaf" it is to be noted that these "buds"
are not quite aliké, They are indeed very different in shape as the illustrations
show, but it is certainly odd that they occur in exactly the same position, This
must be only a strange coincidence, for the difference between them forbids the
suggestion that they are of common origin, There are flaws of some moment in
this same area on several stamps from other cylinder sets, e.g. cylinder set
XIV shows the following - :

(u) XIV }9/5. Thb'two upper lgafes are white and unshadcd.

(b) XIV, .19/60 The two upper leaves neareat the frame are joined and
there is a rough red flaw under "O" of SOUTH.

(c) XIV, 19/42. A Circular bulge to the right from the left curl.

(ﬂ)‘KIV.‘ 9/9. A crack through the 1eft curl, showing also through the
right leaves. )

(e) XIV, 19/2. Leaves joined as.in "b" above.

Whether any of thecse have any 51gn1;1cqnce in connection with the "bud"
flaws I would not venture to saye

Wiith regard to the  break in oval frame" I can only say that I have this
clecrly encugh from cylinder set X, It is a sharp obluque cut through the framc
opposite the fifth line of shading above the mountain. The cut is not wids nor
very easy to detect unless one is looking for ite With cylinder set XI, the
zase is different. I have half a dozen blocks including 11/4 and on not one of

hem can I find any trace of this flaw., The blocks are dated from February to
wember 1936, ] £ i :
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The only possible conclusion secus 4o be that others also will look in vain
for this flaw on cylinder set XI. In fact none of these flaws occurs on more
than one "plate",

May I venturc onc more comment on the Handbook varicties? A "large dent in
left lower frame corner" is reported on "Pl, XI". This flaw is on 11/7 and is
part of an injury or other fault which also affected the adjacent right side of
11/6. It is not really a dent = which would imply no loss of substance — but
what is usually called a "cut" removing much of the outer frame line.

(ﬂ‘ ey

:
A 29 /'\_p_)
THE LEAF 13UDS

QUERY

Can any member give information sbout the postmark pictured below? The

diameter is 25 centimetres and the colour is black.



Further Notes On_the Large 13d Goldmine Issue

by, Vexatus.

Since my request for information appeared in the May/June issue of the
Springbok I have had several replies, and I am now able to add a little more

information, interspersed with a great deal of conjecturce.

I should like to make particular mention of Mr R.J. Lawrence, who has done
a great deal of spadework in comnexion with this issue. Without his adviee and
assistance I could have achicved nothing, end if thesc few notes help in clari-

fying this issue, the credit should surcly be his.

It secng uwngrateful to carp at the Handboolk/Catalogue in any way, but I do
not think that it is very helpful over this particular stamp, and in one or two
cases is nmislending. But one nust accept its listing as a basis, and within
this francwork and from the study of ny own stamps and thosc lent by Mr Lawrence

T would like to suggest the following order.

Plate I
First prirting = or printings. Metallic gold and bright slate green
Inverted waternmarke. 1936, This printing is unmistakable, not only from the

watermark, but also from the brightness of the frame colour.

Second printing or printings. The centres renge from netallic through dull
to alnost brownish gold, and the fremes fron dull slatc green to bluish slate,
being always cesily distinguishable from thosc of the first printing. The water-
mark in this, a= in all the following issues is upright. Postnark dates f'rom
October 1938 +to October 1940,

late I Flaws
Besides those listed, therc is the small "Tadder! on Row 15. no 5 end this
sometines be found in conjunction with a white blob in the left hand side of

line headgear fromework, sbout half way down, which is on row 16, stamp 1o.b6.

el



—— o e e e i 2 £ e b e e e S S e €k e ot A e B o e St
"THE - BERINGBGEM

- . e e e S e Bt B il e B et ] e B - . o R By ) B 40 o e ok R S O B 0 e B P o B et o i S e S e B B e PO BESE B

Incidentally any blocks with blue sheet murbers, or stamps where the gold of the
centre shows quite noticeably through the back of the stemp, may be assigned to

the second printing of this plate,

Plate IT

This presents a great deal of difficulty, centering mostly upon the exact
meaning of the Handbook/Catalogue's 'dull gold'. I am tabulating below, three
shades which belong to this plate:

4. Centres in bright metallic gold and frames in slete green only a little less
bright than those of the first printing of Plate I. This is definitely rare,
and the only two dated copics seen are 17 and 2 October 19L0.

B. Fremes in the same shade, but the centres in a much duller gold, though still
metallic, Dates from 17 October to 20 November, 1540,

Co Centres in buff, framcs in greyish slate. Dates from 25 October to 14
December, 1940, but mostly November, 1940,

It would be casy to say that A is the first printing of Plate II given by
the Handboolk/Catalogue, and B the second, allotting C to Plate ITI, as both Hr
Lawrence and I arc convinced that stamps from Plate IIT appeared in 19403 against
this view we have the earliness of the dates and the frame colour, vhich fits
well with the H/C's 'grey green!, in respect of C, and the fact that both of us
have an arrow block in this shade which has been labelled 62/15 by person or
persons uninown. Perhaps A and B were from the same printing, the gold . ink
used becoming progressively less metallic in tonc owing to wartime difficultics;
at any rate I am provisionally allotting all threc shades to Plate II., A dis-

cugsion of the flaws eppears later, under Plate IIT,

Pleate ITT
First printing. Light buff and pale bluish slate. November 1940 to April
1941, This sppears on white and toned peper, which affects the colour of the

centres.
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Second printing. Light buff and pale greenish slate. Quite plentiful,
detes from Jemuary to Decembor 1941, mostly in March 1941, Agein on white and

toned paper.

Third printing, Dull brownish buff and bluish slate. Much the darkest
contres. April and May 1941. '

Fourth printing., Yellow buff and greenish slate., Probably the nost plen~
tiful, dates mostly July 1941, occasionals going through to 1946,

Flaws = if there arc centre platc flaws which would assist in scparating
Plates IT snd III we have yet to find them. Mr Lewrence has identificd many
frame platc flaws, too numcrous to mention here, which are of valuc in that a
stamp with one of these flaws and a metallic centre must be from Plate II, Men—-
tioned in the H/C are the 'ladder' flaw on-3/5 ond the 'broken serrated cdge' on
20/l = this latter on Plate III but not on IT - why? With regard to the ladder
flaw, it is of intcrcst to note that on steamps of Plat IT with netallic centres,
the tope of the ladder does not project ebove the roof line of the snall shed at
the right, which it does on all the other exanples I have'soen, including C of
Plate IT.

Tt would be interesting to hear from anyonc who has an example of the 20/1
flaw; grave dounts have becn cixpresscd as to its existence, Mr Lawrcnce haos an
exanple which would fit this description, but this is on 19/6 (diffcrent len—

guage setting) and he has been unable to confirm that this is constant.

To sum upi= the above is a possible listing of this difficult stamp, but it
is full of conjeccture and probably of holes as well. I shall be morc than glead
'f it provokes somcbody with plenty of tine and material at their disposal to

‘ve us an authoritative listing.

e T e T e e e
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+d = PLATE XIT,

by
Dr, Gordon" Ward

This plate of the 4d velue is described in the Handbook/Catalogue on pages
106 and 108, It is the 29th issue of the 3d velue, including all different com=
binations of plates and cylinders and the first shects were delivered by the
printers in August 19441,

It does not appear that they were issued at that..date, their expected sphere
of usefulness being filled by the bantan issue, The earliest date that I have
seen, in about 500 dated copies, is in June *36 with the exception of a single
copy in bright green with a brown centre dated May '42,

T think this may well be an error of postmark but it is not impossible that
shects should have been issued at that date, although the particular shade did
not appear in general use until the end of "6, Sheets from this plate are in
many different shades and are usually dated between June 'A6 and June N I% ia
by far the commonest plate and makes up at least 60% of the copies usually availe
able,

The diagrem (sec Picture page) shows the position of seventy minor varieties
Present on this plate, These have been allotted to their stated positions by
reconstructing the platc from usad strips and blocks, selidon more than four
stamps in each,

There may therefore be some nistakes and there are also about 20 positions
on the plate which have not yet been filled. Of the marks illustrated, some are
derived from the multipositive.

The following have been identified on other issues and must therefore fall
into the multipositive class ~ 1/3, /5, 2/1, 2/9, 5/k, 5/6, 11, 93, /1,
15/11 and 16/11, Much morec might be said sbout this plate and its many errors
and shades but the%d value has already had a large sharc of your pages and I hes=-=
itate to ask for morec,

(Editor's MNote. Sonetimes we wonder if we should not have entitled our
publication "the Halfpermy Magazineg!!!" However, if this value is the one our
contributors want to write sbout and the value our recaders want to read about,
who are we to say no?)

-07 =
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The "Brush-mark" flaws on the Ship Penny of
Cyvlinder B8Set XTI

The most striking of these flaws are illustrated, It is hardly possible to
give a true picturc of them becausc they are not sharply outlined, but fade away
into their surroundings. Perhaps one ought to apologise for inventing a new
name for them, but there is no other nane invented as yet and one needs to have
something distinctive to show just what class of flaws is being described. Also
they do of'ten look like brush-marks. And now - what about them?

They occur mostly on the later printing with grey-blue centres and carmine
frames. This means that they were not there when printings commenced. We may
probably deduce that they were caused by some injury to the oylinders (they occur
in red also) but I must confess that I do not know how this injury was caused,
nor do I know of any similar flaws, excepting, perhaps the "line~flaws" on cyl=-
inder set XIT and certain red marks on cylinder set X, Indeed, were it mnot for
the plaintive requests of the Editor, I would not yet have presumed to write about
these matters, Of the two marks illustrated, that with four brush marks is from
position 19/9 and the other from 18/1., Being from late prints only they ere
difficult to obtain but they are quite well kmown., The second pwint about these
two marks is that they are partly grey and partly white, in fact, they are very
nuch like gelatine flews, In 18/1 part of the hull of the ship is missirg en-
tirely. The third point is that they are so similar thay one must suspect they
were caused by the same agency. There are very much the same flaws on cylinder
set V of the Springbok halfpermy. This cylinder set was issued in . April 1937
when cylinder set XI was going out of use., There is a typical three-stroke flaw .
on cylinder set V- curiously enough on the stamp in position 18/1 also,

Another group of brush mark flaws occurs on several stamps of cylinder set
XTI and in these there is a firm but furry mark across the centre of the ship,
They may be listed as follows:-

3/5. Crossing the stamp with extensions into the margin on both sides.
The lowest yard arm is thickened., This is a SUID stamp.

3/7. From the lamps on the right to the cdge of oval., There is a mimute
red dot on the sall, SUID.

3/9. From the middle of the ship, leftwards and over the margin, SUID,
There is a red dot on "q"

3/11. Occasicnally a very short flaw joins the mountain to the ship. SUID.
This is below the stamp which has a well-marked red projection about
the middle of the left margine It is of doubtful status and 1s often
absent.

.
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14/9. Very like the flaw on 3/5 but a little higher. SOUTH,
This is the 'strong dark line through ships hull! of the
Handbook, page 118,

In addition to thesc therc are other marks vwhich fall into the same class
but are very niscellencous in appearance, c.g. 20/8 somctines has o large grey
mark over the right curl,

Turning now to the red frame flaws, we find at lcast onc which is very fam=-
iliar. This is illustrated here (very badly) and is described in the Supplenent
pPage 48 as "red dash through 'S' of POSSEEL, Plate XT. Row 14,/4", My om copies
suggest that the position is really row 10/4 but there is nothing very distinct-
ive about heighbouring stamps so that plating is not easy. Nor can I say much
about the dating of this variety but it is ccrtainly not present in carly print-
ings in either position, It sccms to have been caused by a sharp dig at the
cylinder with the point of a knifc or somcthing of the sort,

A second red (frame) flaw of the brush-mark sort is on 13/7 and is also from
late printings. It is illustrated hercwith and the key to it's identification -
when the flaw is ogbscnt lies on the presence of a diagonal grey flaw cxtending
to the right and upwerds from that odd projcction of the upper sail.

It may well be that therc are other brush-mark flaws yot to be discovered
but what wc should all like to know at the moment is how on earth they were
caused. Therc arc, of coursc, plenty of other flaws on cylinder set LL which
do not fell into this category.
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

New Members
352. H, Rouwcnhorste. Cort v.d., Lindenstraat 1, Zutphen, Holland.
353s Jules Cass, 34 Crestwood Lane, Velley Stream Ne¥e, UsBolo,

Member Rejoini‘mg

253, X. Mueller, Box 158, Windhoek, S.W.A.

Changes of Address

4o B.Ge Nummerley, "Whitecroft", 25 Kingwell Road, Hadley Wood, Herts.
338, Frank J, Recd. C/0 8.8.C. & Bey 575 Lexington Averme, New York 22,
New York, UsSe.he

Reslgnation
114. GC.B. Tregurtha. Godalming,

Membership lapsed
334e DoG. Purcell. Hornchurch,
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PRESS _CUTTINGS

"African Stamps", Septembsr 1958."Union 14 Definitives", W.A. Page writes an
article detailing this value in the Fauna Series.

The "O.F.S." Philatelic Magazine, July 1958. Contimued listing of some
AngloOBoer War items by A.L. Meyburgh, with sketches of scme cover markings,

"Bouth African Philatelist" July 1958. "A Suggested Remumbering of the plates
of the 24 Photo-vignette Hyphenated Rotogravure stamp" by S.J. Hagger -~ cover
plates V to X, Rocords discovery of 6d Bantam W.E. without watermark, third
printing, :

"South ifrican Philatelist" sugust 1958 Some Prisoner of War Camps in
St Helena 1900~02 marking illustrated, by J.H. Rathbone.



