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THE EDITOR'S CHAIR

Since our last dissue we think the most important news is an item we saw in a
philatelic magazine to the effect that in 1961 the Union would be issuing a set of
stamps depicting the flowers of South Afrieca to introduce the decimal currency
which will be adopted in that year. As we have reported already a new watermark
is being adopted and we see it is said the size will be such that it will cover
twentyfour stamps, If the flower set has the same values as the current
animal serics it is going to be a trifle expensive to collect a set in blocks of
2. to get a whole example of the watermark! No doubt it will stimulate the sales
of the lower values,

Just when the new series will be issued in 1961 we do not kmow but sometime
between now and that year the present animal stamps will probably appear with the
new watermark which means that they will not be on sale for too long a time
although probably long enough for collectors.

We are still waiting for that volunteer from South Africa to act as our
local correspondent but meenwhile a non-member, Mr S. L. Crozet has sent to us a
long list of new post offices opencd in the Union, whilst Mr J. B. Levy rcports
the printing of the 14 stamp from cylinder 97 with the sheot mumbers in the
left margin - explanation for this is reportecd clscwhere,

Alas we have not rcceived any lots for the suggested auction list to be
circulated before the anmual auction at the London Exhibition/lecting so this
idea has perforcc to be abandoncds

We do urge readers to give Dre Gordon Warcd every support they can in responsc
to his appeal in thesc pages as we shall all benefit from his reascarches

It is alwoys a plcasure to hear of members achieving success with displays
of Union material and we congratulate Mr A. J. Brown on the award of the "Sloan"
Cup at the Wimbledon Fhilatelic Socicty with a displey of Union Air Mails 191130,
¥ho is to bec next for the "Honours List"?

Finally, we hope you all have the datc, Scptember 26th., down in your diaries
as the day to visit London to mect follow collectors and sec the finest display
of Union material in the country.

T T e e et T et T e S e e
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INFORMATION DESK

Mr Fronk R. Squirc writes to pass on news from Mr W, Newland of Prctoria
cxplaining the rcason for the nccessity to print the 1d Cylinder 97 with sheet
numbers on the left margin -

"The explonation is that the cylinder shaft wore more on one side, so they
(the Govermment Printing Works) reversed the shaft but as the shaft had only one
key for fitting in cyclometer number umit, this unit had to go on the opposite
end to that normally used, Otherwise, the stamp is normal - watermark and all,"

New member, Mrs Eileen A. Cox, reports having a mint copy of the G. Ve £1 red
and green in which the "o" in Union is so broken as to make practically a "u",
Docs any member have information as to whether this may be constant?

Mr R. Do Alleny Snr., advises us that he had a lettor from the Postmaster at -
Durban stating that "Shipping Postmaster" closed down over twenty yoars ago but
Mr Allen says he has copics of actual marks dated 1948, All the marks arc adviscd
as destroyed and correcspondence relating thercto.

Mr Sylvester L. Crozet informs us that the following new post officos have
been opened during the last month or so =

Name. Provinco Namc Province
Archdan Transvaal Juno Transvaal
Boambi Transvaal Keipoort Cape
Cover Rock Capc Ku~Tsolokazi Cape
Dale's Rock Cape Kwa~Citwayo Cape
Die Draal Natal Tudazi : Cape
Edenburg Sta OoFaS, Mogozhi Transvaal
Estadeal Cape Mosorohi Transvaal
Fieldham Natal Serolorolo Transvaal
Gazini Cape Sidubi Poort Cape
Glen Holy Natal Tilbrook's Rest Cape
Ggoboza. Cape Webersvallel Cape
Hotazel Cape Xlobeni Cape

Ex member Mr C. Clement sent a cutting from the "Natal Mercury" of June 2nd
reporting that Mr R, A, "Kiwi" Hollands had won a natlon-wide ccmpetition for a
1959 Christmas stamp design. The motif of a small child with Christmas stocking
should appeal and can hardly lead to last year's controversyl

It is reported the new decimal currency in the Union will be the "Rand" worth
10/=d, sterling and divided into 100 cents cach wotrtn 1.2de

Page 6,



I e T e e T e o ey T e e e S et T et et 0 e et e T T e e T et T A et T e T e T s e L e T et e s T e et T et T el T et T et T e T et st~ et T et

"THE SPRINGBOKH"

e e e s S et et e e T e e S g S et 2 e 1 e et et e 2 e 5 et i S et i et et e et et e it e T e e I e e e e T et

ANNUAL, EXHTBITION 26,9,59

To whet your appetite and give you some idea as to what you will be able to -
see there will be such displays as a specialised study of the L4d and 6d definitives;
the Abell Cup entries 1st, 2nd, 3rd for 1959; 1937 Coronation Stamps; Coil stamps;
Postage dues; Animal stamps recent printings and 1958/59 commemoratives; German
SeW.A. campaign; Printing Flaws Illustrated; De La Rue definitives; "Your Queries";
1d Ship Study; study of advertisements on booklets by single stamps etc., etce

Sc bring along your queries = you must gain by a visit,

S e T e e e e

ADJUSTMENT LINES

I must plead guilty to the invention of sundry philatelic terms such as
"Adjustment Lines", This is not mere pride nor pushfulness but the expression of
my firm belief that we have too pew philatelic terms for our needs. It is partly
for this reason that "re-entry" and "retouch" are so hard worked and have almost
ceased to have any accepted meaning,

The term "Adjustment line" is suggested to indicate the short horizontal
lines which are to be found in the sheet margins opposite (usually) one or more of
the top rows of a shects They may appear on one.side of the sheet only or on both
and may print in red or black, Sometimes there is only one line to be scen, some—
times two or three,

Lines of this sort must correspond to similar lines drawn on the cylinders
and it is suggested that they are of use when stamps are printed in two different
colours, Thus when a roll of paper has been printed in one colour, it must be
put through the machine once more to complete its picture by taking up impressions
from another cylinder, Nowadays, of coursc, one or scveral colours may be used in
a single operation of one machine, without ever removing the roll of paper but
this was not always the case,

In either case it is of great importance that the cylinders should be so fixed
in the machine that centres and frames should fall exactly in their proper relative
positions, If a line has been drawn on the cylinder it can be adjusted until the
line is opposite some sort of markcr (perhaps another line) on some fixed part of
the machine,

These lines have another uscfulness which accounts for their appearance on
so many roll issues when these have been put on sale in sheet form, They can be
used to make surc that division of sheets, which happens at the other end of the
machine, shall always take place in the desired position, In addition to the
roll sheet lines (which, incidentally, I have never scen) Adjustment Lines have
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been noted on "Plates" IV and VII of the penny ship, On "IV" there are two black
lines and one red line opposite the top of the first stamp on the sheet, Fer-
haps they occur also at the other end of the row and information on this point

ils much to be desired,s On "VII" there are somewhat similar lines but I cannot
distinguish between "VII" and "VIIa" so that it is uncertain whether one or

both are concerned. My only two specimens show the lines opposite the second
row, They do not reach the edge of the stamps so that speoimens with selvedge
ettached are needed to identify them,

It is hardly likely that only these issues show these lines,

T e I et T e et et e

CUT AND COME AGATN

This little problem occurs in connection with the London and Pretoria
printings from clectro plates, issued in the form of rolls, Individual rolls
show the stamps divided by guillotine cuts on either side and thesc are
usually quite evident because of their regularity. At top and bottom the stamps
are divided by ordinary perforations, The problem is this ~ why are the
tops and bottoms so often the victims of additional gullloﬁlnlng or cutting, so
that the stamp is cut square all round?

I have stamps thus divided all round from Pietermaritzburg, Cape Tovm and
Johannesburg so that the practice seems to have been widespread and olose in-
spection shows that the top and bottom cubs look as if they had been made with
scissors rather than with a guillotine. A possible solution of the problem is
that a roll of stamps was kept on the counters of these offices to meet the
noeds of those who wanted only a single stamp but, as against this, many such
stamps show signs of having passed through a vending machine. Perhaps there
was a machine on the counter for the use of clerks only,.

A recent cover from the Netherlands showed cxactly similar vmrieties,
three of them, so that we may assumc that the need for this veriety exists,

G.W,
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FOR THE RECORD

Since Volume 7 Number 3, the following new issue has appeared

24 Commemorative Stampe From interior cylinder 89 and exterior cylinder 119,
18t May, 1959, sheets having single broken line top and bottom
margin,
Dark blue inset on light blue background,
Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the founding
of the Suld-Afriksanse Akademie vir Wetenskap en Kuns,

AUCTION ITEMS

Messrs Wick's Stamp Agency sold some interesting items at their 100th Auction
in Durban on May 13th=1lth,

We pick out from the prices realiscd -~

25d GV. watermark inverted, mint, realised £k
2d GV, watermark inverted, mint, wmounted pair realised £71.

5/=d Recess 1927, porfoik x 135 group 3 plate 1, hor, pair left bottom corner
recalised £11,

6d Rotogravure plate 2 arrow block of four rcalised £5, 10, Os

12d Large Goldmine Plate 2 bright gold/green upright watcrmark Miniaturc shect two
top, two middle, two bottom rows realised £40,

1%d Large Goldmine Plate 2, dull gold/green upright WB.'tGI‘II]aI‘k Miniature sheet two
toP, two middle, two botton rows roaliscd £264 ‘

14d Lerge Goldmine platc 1. Complete sheet of 120 stanmps including 10 stamps with
nine dump shading missing complotely and many others partially missing to varying
degrces, recallaed: £125,

#d cross=hatch printing plate 15A, Handbook 44CA, complete sheet realised £90,
12d Medium Goldmine plate 6, left vertical marginal pair with half arrow and

while centres = only a few gold lines of the centre plate visible,
realised £ 70 100 Oo
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SCREENS FOR SECURITY

When one buys a collection of stamps, it is surprising the assortment of
items which are included, One such recent acquisition included a letter from
Messrs Hunter-Penrose Ltd., of London, dated 17th February 1939 reading =~

"We are in receipt of your letter of the 16th instant regarding production
methods used on South African postage stampse

In reply we would state that the method of screening is a seoret one only
disclosed to purchasers of the Licence to use and we hope it will answer
your present purpose if we state that the "screen" is introduced when copy=
ing the original,

Not only docs it give the effect of an extremely fine photogravure screen
as you suggest but the method also has qualitics of socurity inasmuch as it
is probably impossible to forge,"

T I et T e e T e e e

DOES ONE SWALLOW MAKE A SUMMER?

In a collection which came the way of the Editor therc was an item written
up as follows -

First issue of booklcts

"Wariety. Frameplate row 20 stamp 8 on booklet pane (probably B8)
(watermark inverted), Extremely fine retouch involving the whole
valuc shicld and adjacent foliage. This is the most outstanding
variety of the whole issue, as a headplate re=cntry occurs on the
same stamp. It is the only reccorded example of e photogravure stamp
with both a re~cntry and a rctouch,"

Can any reader throw light on this item cither by rcoording a similar one in
their ovm collection or by knowledge of it? We have not scen mention of it
previously.

WANTED .

Booklets or panss B1, B2, B3, B5, B6, B7, B8, B9, B15, B16, Roto 4d arrow
blocks plate I, Ila, IIb, IIc, III, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 15, 16, 17 Roto 1d
arrow blocks 4, 5, 6, 7A left, right, bottom, 15 similar, 16 all, 17 left, right,
top, 18, 19, all, Controls plate & top, bottom, B top, bottom, F top.

Offers to the Editor ~ when we have these we shall have a complete collectionl}!
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THE CHRISTMAS SFATS OF SOUTH AFRICA

by
Maureen Low, Mobrress'burg, Cape Province, South Africa.

The article is reprinted from the "Treasure Magazine" January issue with due
acknowledgement to the writer and the Tditor, _

"The Christmas Seals were introduced into South Africa by Mrs Maja (Egil)
Christiansen, a Danish lady, in 1929, Since then they have been a yearly issue
and sold at one penny each by all post offices in South Africa, the sales period
being about 6 weeks, Por the first 9 ycars this period was from the 15th November
to the 31st December; since 1938 however, the period started on various days in
the first half of Novomber but always closed on the 2hth of Decembor. Procecds: go
to the Christmas Stemp Fund with the Head Office in Durban, Natal and are
primarily for the crection and maintenancce of Children's Sanatoria.

The 1929 and 1930 issues were printed by lithography by John Singleton-
VWilliams Ltde, Durbans The 1931 issuc was printed in sorccned photogravurc by
Robinson & Co., Ltde, Durban, Since 1932 all issucs have been printed in screcned
rotogravure by the Govermment Printer, Pretoria on plain wovc papers

WATERMARKS o Somc issues oxist on paper watermarked multiple springbok's
head, i,c, on normal postagc stamp paper, vize 1933 (with and without watermarks)
1948 (shce’cs with Watermarks) » scals from boocklets with and without watermarks
and 1950 and 1951 (scals from both shects and booklets with watermark),  The
watermark appcars sidewoyse The 1933 issucs shows it right and the 1948 and 1950
issues exlst with the watermark right as well as left,

TETE~BECHR, In 1935 and from 1039 to 1950 all shects had tho first 3
rows of 20 printed tote~beche to the other 3 rowse

DESTGNS AND INSCRIPTIONS, The majority of the designs were obtained by
yearly competition open to the general public, Every design incorporates the
"Anti-Tubcreulosis Cross".

The seals of 1929, 1931, 1933 to 1935, 1946 to 1948 werc bilinguale In the
1929 issue, however, the scals inscribed English = Afriksans alternate with scals
inscribed Afrikasns = English, The 1930 issuc is similar, but additional words
"South Africa" and "Suldafrika" alternate with every seals In all other issues
English and Afrikaans inscribed designs alternates These latter as well as the
1929-1930 issues should be collected in pairs,
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The year of issue does not appear in the 1929 and 1931 issues, all other
issues show it, The "14d" value was only embodied in the designs since 1933.
The country name is omitted in the issues of 1929, 1931, 1946 to 1949, The 1930
and 1932 issues spell "SUIDAFRIKA" in one word but since 1933 "SUID=-AFRIKA"
appears hyphenated,

T e 2 e T et e T e S

Plates 22~23-2) of the 1d Ship

I took advantage of our Editor's offer re "Smoke Trail" in blocks of four to
see if T could add to my collection, as I wanted one of each plate of this
variety,

You will recall that thesec three plates are made up from four cylinders, iwo
of them being used twice but not with the same mate,

The "smoke trail" is in a block of four usua.lly with the arrow, rows 1 and
2 with stamps 6 and 7. Our Editor sent me rows 1 and 2 stemps 5 and 6, I found
that with the pieces which were sent to me and what I had already in my collection
that,

cylinder 70, which can be plates 22 or 24, stamp row 1/6 had a mark
something like a stroke of lightning above the pennant
on the right,

cylinder 14, vhich can be plates 23 or 24, stamp row 2/5 had a red spot

in the rays of the sun Jjust above the mountains on the
I‘igh't.

So now we have, platec 22 - "just a flash of lightning"
plate 23 = "the flash of lightning and the red spot"
plate 24 = "just the red spot"

I hasten to add that there arc other small red dots but these do not sccm con-
stant and I was dealing with a limited amount of material,

Rae De Allcn‘

e e e e e e e
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BECGING FOR PENNTES

This appeal from Dr, Gordon Ward concerns everybody and all those who have
read his excellent work "The Springbok Halfpenny" will realise the importance of
giving him the utmost assistance so that his work on the "Penny Ship" will be
equally excellent, All information to the good doctor at 7 Pembroke Road,
Sevenoaks, Kent, G.B.

"About two years ago you kindly published a note in which I stated that I
was starting to study the Ship Pennies and was in need of advice and assistance,
I read the S. A. Philatelist from end to end, also Springbok, ctc., but it soon
became apparent to mc that I must attempt the impossible, that is, to makc a com=-
plete colloction of every stamp of the 27 (plates' which arc rocognised in the
Handbook,  That would mean colleoting 7140 stampse. So I set about it and I have
now

In my albumsennuuoouncuucunn--- 3’722
Secn in other albumSeescesccse 861
QU.ite unlmownoc-p-u--nu-nnanue 2’55?

If one adds the Booklets and Rolls, as well as VIa and VIIa, the figures arc
oven less agrecable, Morcover, I must go to press, I am told, when the New Yoar
dawns and am therefore in a hurry.

Therefore, Mr Egitor, I come unashamedly before your roaders begging for

cnnicse I ask for the loan of blocks, mint or uscd, ospecially of thrce groups
?a) London or Pretoria printings, I to IIT (b) Rotograph eylinder=-scts 1 to 6,
and (c) XVI, XVIT and XVITI. In rcturn I will do my best to producc a booklet
which will be of assistancc to the collector of these fascinating but sometimes
difficult stampse Also I will platc anything I can and pay postage and take great
carc of everything and I should like to have the opportunity of purchasing
duplicates.”

S e e T e T e 1 e e

THE MERRY MONTH OF MEI

It is a general rule that the nomes of months on South African stamps arc
cxpressed in Englishe This is cvidently not a rule which lacks cxceptions for I
have two copies of the ship Penny which are quite clearly dated

'Cape Town 7 Mei ' and 'Pretoria 27 Mei 47!

The stamps arc from issues which aoccord with these dates and the dating has
been chocked by fellow colleectorse It remains to be discovercd how many other
records of this sort arc available ond one hopes that the Editor will be swamped
out with further cxomples. Pending the accumulation of morc material perhaps
someone will just confim that 'Mei' is true Afrikacns for ™May! as it is
certainly true Dutch,
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POSTAGE DUE

On the afternoon of August 8th. 1958, Mr L. V. W, of Port Elizabeth posted
some letters and it would appear that he made the mistske of dropping into an '
ordinary post box a letter which he had crossed with blue linss and which he
intended to registers Perhaps it was his native "boy" who made the mistake, but,
in any case, nothing could be done sbout it then, The letiter was addressed to a
Post Offioe box in Port Elizabeths

Since the letter bore only a 2d stamp it wes noticed by the Post Office who
promptly stamped it "POSTED OUT OF COURSE" whereon it was passed to the depart-
ment which dealt with such crimes, Somewhere gbout this time the stamp was
cancelled with an automatic obliterator, It was decided that this letter should
be dealt with as a registered item so a registration label was added but,
curiously enough, no "T" « taxation figure nor amount was added.

A1l this meant that the Post Office was entitled to collect twice the
registration fee, i,e. 6d plus 6d instead of the smaller sum which would have been
due if the letter had been treated from the first as unregistered. Another de=
partment or counter in the same office now added two 6d post due stamps and can-
celled these with a handstamp, This was at 5 pems = exactly the same time as
expressed on the automatic obliterator = they work fast at Port Elizabeth or
(as is more likely) the writcr does not really know as much about thelr procedurc
as he pretends to doe. It would scem that the addressce was theon informed that a
registerced letter awaited him, Although he had a post office box it would
probably not be a permitted rcceptacle for reglstered letiters.

The addressco sent a native to fetch his letters and he presumably gave a
roceipt for ite This was possibly numbered "A 0129" as this rnumber appears in
mamuscript on the cnvelopc,

The last postal marking was added in red chalk by the native "boy" who was
worricd about his shilling and desired to call his master's attention to ite
He wrotc in a clear hand "I pay 1/= for stamp".

It was Dr, Je« W Harris of Port Elizabeth who kindly sent me this cover and
explained the red chalk insceription and to him any rcader who peruses these lines
should feel himself indcbted,

GoWe

e e P
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THE LONDON GROUP A.G.M. AND ANNUAL COMPETITION

On Tuesday, 19th May 1959, the London Group held its Annual General Meeting
at the 'George' in the Strand, when 14 members assembled for the meeting.

The minutes of the last A.G.M, were taken as read and signed by the Chairman
following a proposition from Mr E. G, Kinsey, supported by Mr R. J. Lawrence.

The Honorary Treasurer reported that the Group was now on a sound financial
footing and arising from the details given a proposition was put forward and carried
by the meeting that the Guaranteec monies be repaid, There was certain amount of
discussion after the proposition during which certain members donated their sums
to the club funds.

A vote of thanks was made by onc of the ncwer members of the Group to thosc
who had helped the London Group over a difficult time,

The clection of Officers was dealt with very ably on a proposition from Mr A,
Bini (now a hardy Anmuall } supported by Mr Re J. Lawrence, that the existing
officcrs and committec be re-cleceted 'en-bloc',

On the question of the forthcoming AeGeil./Exhibition of the Socicty, it was
agrecd by the mceting that a special meeting be held in Junc to work out the de-
tails and appoint the various sub~committces.

Under the fny other business hecading the programme for ncxt scason was arranged.

e e e -

Immediately following the A.GeM. the Anmial Competition for the 'Abell! Cup
was held, but this year there wore only five entrics, After a paper vote the
following result was declarcd,

1le Mr R. J. Lawrenoe, AL study of the large format 12d Gold minc stamp, showing
- characteristics of External Cylinder 15, and plating flows,
complete with comprehensive illustrations,

2 HMr E., W. Merriman, A study of plating by flaws of Plate 6 of 1d ship stamp,

3e Mr R. Do Allen, Snr. The Royal Visit 1947 Cancellations explained and illus—
trated, together with a plan of the Royal Train and other
1llustrations,

The other two entrics comprisecd of a study of the *T! marks of the Union, and
a display on the cffeet of the 1939-46 war on Union Philatcly,.

WeoAoPo
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SPECIAL NOTICE

1959 Society Anmal General Meeting
and Exhibition

411l members ‘are cordially invited to attend the fmmual General Meeting of the
South African Collectors'! Soclety, which, this year, will take place on Saturday,
26th September 1959,

PLE/SE NOTE THE CHANGE OF VENUE - London Central YeM.Ce.le s Gte Russell Stey
London, W.Ce1, (Underground Station = Tottenham Court Road,)

A room will be set aside for the members for their private discussions etc.
ag in previcus years,

This year's specialised display will comprise of studies of the 44 and 64
pictorial definitives and other items on view will include the winning entries
of the London Group 'Abell?! Cup Competition.

Visitors are asked to make their own arrangements for lunch and tea, but a
dimmer party is belng arrenged in the West End in the evening for those members
wishing to stay, If it is your intention to join this party, would you please ad-
vise the London Hon, Secretary as early as possible.

If any member desires to stay in London for the week-ond, hotcl accommodation
will be booked by the London Hon, Scerctary upon hearing from the members concerned.
Barly booking is advisable as the demand for accommodation is great.

During the aftermoon an auction will be held in the main hall and the come
mission of 10% will be used to help dofray the cost of the day's cvente

The following timew=table is for your enjoyment and it is hoped that many new
faces will be scen, together with those regulars who will renew old acquaintances
and mcet new onss. Watch out for the name rosettes of the Officers of the Socicty
and anyonc clsc you desirc to mect = pleasc askl

TIME TABLE:
The Exhibition open 10 a,me to 6 pom,
Tealers Teblc e o » 10 @ele 10 5 pPeme oxcluding A.G.M./Auction
Members' Room available all day

Auction = in main hall 2,45 peie for 3,0 pele

AeGolla o & o o o 15 mimmtes after the completion of the Auction =
in the Members! Roome

MAKE A VERY SPECIAL NOTE OF THE DATE NOW § SATURDAY, 26th SEPTEMEER 1959
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- JHE SPRINGBOK™"
Are the Prices of South African

Stamps correct in our Catalogues?

Pretoria Booklets zd and 1d. S.G.30b & 31a, SAG/H 33Baj 34Bb & Booklet 7,

The compilers of the S.G. Catalogue, in my opinion, state in their catalogue
the actual price at which they are prepared to sell their wares, This is true
to business concerns all over this country. Some other stamp retailers also do

this, There is a great difference of opinion as to prices in the stamp trade,
for we often read the advertisements in the philatelic press and shop windows,
10% off S.G. prices, this to my mind is an easy way of cubting prices without the
cost of the preparation of catalogues or price lists,

Prices, in general, I think, arec affixed according to the law of supply and
demond, Does this refer to the stamp trade? Most of us will say most cmphatically
"NO"s  Well, then what is the basis of this trade == I think, the number actually
printed coupled with the actual facec valuc of the stamp is the main consideration,
CeZe We know the 100 dollar stamp (facc value) is cxpensive to start with but
couple that with the mumbers printed and or in eirculation and we get a truc pice—
ture of the value, '

Now as to the two stomps under discussion, the 2d and 1d Pretoria Booklets.

SeGe price them at £5 cach mint, £6 cach used, per pair, singles used at £2
cach, The SAC/H docs not pricc thom on a similar basis s Tthat is as pairs or
singlese S.Ge pricc is the most recent by theme Condition is an important matter
in these pairs, for as we arc all awarc, booklets stamps arc too often cut closc
by the trimming machinc and to get pairs with all the correct perforations is no -
casy mattcrs Even so, a cortain dealer in South Africa wroto an article in
cxplanation of his prices in respeet to these two pairs; the cut close werc about
% price of corrcet pairs, but to the best of my memory he was writing obout MINT
pairs.

Now the reason behind this short a:r*ticle-is -~ What do I think a bout these
prices? And my answere

Somctine agoy I bought a quentity of 'slogan' picces and the address on the
piececes of cnvelopes wos that of Stanley Gibbons Ltds I cexamined the stamps as
woll as the slogans and I found a gquantity werc of the 4d and 1d Protoria booklets.
The best of these went into my collection and some of the best of the remaindsr.
were put by for auction, At a London Group Auction I put two good pairs of Used
up for auction and they did not fetch 20/-,

Up to the timec of writing I have not been able to ascertain the total number
of booklets printed/issucd by the G.P.0. South Lifrice, this is due, no doubt, to
(a) the vast omount of philatelic writing appertaining to the overprints of South
West Africa at that time and (b) to the break in the publication of the South
ifricon Philatelist for about 23 years, the later being sbout the time these stamps
werc in circulation, So, what is the answer to this? Your opinions are soliciteds
Page 75.
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The "2d" Pictorial., Plates 8 and 9,

Mr Leonard C. Harman has forwarded a list of plating flaws which will no
doubt be most useful to our readers in dealing with these two plates,

Large Pictorial, pium and deep slate blue, plate 8 cyle.2/37.

1e  Row 1/1 short lines cutting top frame above "SU" of Suid Afrika

Py 1/3 short lines cutting top freame sbove "KA" of Suid Afrike
3e 1/5 cut in right hand frame lines near top corner

5 11/1 smudge in left hand frame line near top corner

10, 17/5 "searchlight beam" right hand side of right tower

12, 18/2 white spot top right hand cormsr of frame

1le 19/2 two dots in sky

16, 20/6 tiny dot left top right tower

e 14/1 dots top right sky

8 14/2 dots top right sky

% 16/6 dots top centre sky

11e 18/1 dots top sky
13, 19/1 dots top sky

154 20/1 dots top sky
6o 13/1 tiny dot in frame opposite left tower inside cormer
L 10/1 dot lower left fremc outside

Small Pictorial, coarser screening and without small white nick in outer frame
top right hand corner of every Afrikaans stamp, plate 9, cylinders 6927/50,

2, Row 1/15 hock mark at left side of left hand tower

1 1/7 dot on right of left hand towor

3 2/2 dot on right of left hand tower

Lo 2/l dot on left of loft hand tower

5, 2/6 dot in centre cloud

6o 2/10 slatc dot 3 mem. to right of loft hand dome (1low)

8a 2/20 curved plum coloured line from top of chimncy
"smoking chimncy"

10, 3/17 white mark on right hand freme

M« 4/3 whitc smudge left hand frame

9 3/16 broken "d" in valuc tablet

12 7/17 small blotch above rook ncar centre

13, 9/16 "moon" white spot in sky

o 2/18 dot to the right of the left hand tower,
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CORRESPONDENCE

Dear Bir,

T refer to the article by "G.W." on sorting the van Riebeck's ship roll
stamps and in particular to the remarks on R.13 and R.15.

Surely the wey to distinguish these is by the perforation? R.13 is perf,
17F x 14 according to the Handbook/Cataloguc. As a matter of fact I think it is
nearer 14 all round but certainly it is different from the 15 x 14 of Re15

"GoWe" speaks of the division of the neighbouring rolls of R.13 having been
done by a blunt guillotine, How does he distinguish these stamps from Re.13s?

In general T do not think the printing of the illustrations in the handbock
is good enough to show minor varieties, I suggest then most of the photographic
illustrations are a wastc of monsy and space, From time to .time I have noticed
misprints in the H/C. By rcason of tho invariable cussedncss of inanimate objects
when I look for them I cannot find them, They are there however, I am sure, and
they arc an importent blemish which ought to be casy to corrcect,

In general, however, I think the H/C is a very wonderful production, Its
really outstanding characteristic in my opinion is that it is casily undcrstood,
Contrast the Australisn cataloguce No doubt full of information but I for one
cannot make hcad nor tail of it and I do not think that +the Australian stamps in
themselves are more difficult than South African,

This cxcellent handbook is (in my opinion) the foundation of the continued
success of the S.A.C.S. and the frame (to change the metaphor) on which "The
Springbok" is asscmbled, This, however, is not to say that it cammot be improved.

I should further likc to add to Mr R D. Allen's suggostions for the improvo-
ment of the H/C, I wonder what the illustrations add to the cost of the book
and how many arc really of any use? I suggest that if most of thom were omitted
the book would be no less valuable. Therc arc onc or two cxccptions, c.ge thosc
onPPe 23, 27 amd. 61,

What are wanted, I suggost, arc compositc drawings to illustrate variectics.
I wondcr how many of the varictics listed under 45B could be recognised by the
average member from this liste Scc the illustrations in Dre Ward's monograph on
the 4d springbok, Scc also the illustrations of varictics which appcar in the
"Springbok" from time to time, IExccllent! My only criticism is that therc arc
not cnough of them and their proper place is in the Handboolk,

Newcostlce R. J. CLAYTON,
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Dear Sir,

I have just received the May/June issue of "The Springbok" and have read with
interest Mr Re De Allen's suggestions and comments with regard to mumbering and
listing of stampse As he has come forward with what I call really constructive
suggestions, I would like to add my spot ofy, call it what you will, and in the
same spirit as Mr Allen,

I will start by posing a query., If a new volume is being compiled will this
mean that we are to have three volumes? If this is the case might I suggest that
consideration be glven to making it just ONE volume even though it might cost a
bit more? I am sure S.AC.S, members will gladly pay for it. Despite constant
"flitting" backwards and forwards between the two volumes to familiarise myself
with issues, prices and the like I am not absolutely confident YET that I have the
handbooks at my finger tips, although I am so keen on the stamps of the Union and
being so far from other collectors I am very much dependent on the Handbook/
catalogue,

So pleasc may we have ONE volume and NOT three?

.plrgentinﬂ.. J'A.n R- T-pﬂLORO

Dear Sir,

Reference Dry, Pirie's article on the "Blue Train" and your query rc "Orange
Train',

There is not an "Orange Traim' but an "Oronge Express" ("Oranje Sneltrein')
ruming twlce a weck in cach dircotion between Durban and Capctowne It does the
1270 miles distance. in a matter of under 43 hours whercas the ordinary (daily)
trains toake from 58 to 62 hours for the same Journey.

The "Blue Train" rcferred to, runs between Cepetown and Protoria also twice a
weck in cach dircetion doing the 999 miles distance in 27-;% hours as agoinst 36% hours
by ordinary trains,

The only other "eolourcd" train we have here is the "White Train" for the usc
of the Governor General and for visiting Royalty (Prince of Wales 1924, Royal
Fomily 1947 ctees) and/or the Heads of State and so on,

There is yet another train lmowm by o special name =~ but that one runs only
twico a year = taking Members of Parlioment, their families, ontire staff etce cto,
to Cgpetovn for the parliamentary scssions and back to theoir homes every six
nonths, This troin is ocalled the "Zoo Train" which appellation by no means rcflccts
on the montal or physical propensitics of the pcople's elected representatives but
hag its origin in the faot that soid M.Pe's and their familics usually toke their
houschold pects along with them = said pets generally having o van or two all for

rtt

themselves = a privilege for which the South African taxpayer cheerfully paysiil

Blocmfonteing Sele Ao LICHTENSTEIN,
Poge 78,
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Dear Sir,

I was a little surprised to read Mr J. Robertson's letter, (Vol. 7, No. 3)
stating that I was wrong in allocating the double-~circle "THANKSGIVING CAVALCADEM
postmark to Durban (Vols 7, No, 1,)

IMlthough the somewhat crude illustrations were taken from examples in my own
collection, I did in fact draw all my information from Dr, Harvey Pirie's "WORLD
WAR IT PHTLATELY OF SOUTHERN AND EASTERN AFRICAY., Reference to page 9 of that
excellent work will show Mr Robertson that Dr, Pirie also belicves that this post-—
mark was used in Durban.

Mr Robertson also suggests that the skeleton single circle postmark
"LIBERTY CLVALC/DE" comes from Durban, and not Cape Town. My own cover bears a
Cape Town Philatelic Society sticker, and is addressed to the late Ae Ae Jurgens
in Capo Town, Dr. Pirie says that those stickers were sold at an cxhibit which
the Cape Tovm Society had during the Liberty Cavalcade in Cope Tovm,

Personally, I am quitc satisfied that the allocation of these wartime post=
marks by Dre Harvey Piric is accuratec,

| LONDON, Lis J» BROWN,

Dear Sir,
In answer to Mr L. C, Harman's query regarding flaws on the 3d S.G.59, Union
H/C 48, Plate V (Vol, 7, No. 3):
His "somring lark" on row 16/2, and "searchlight" on row 17/2 arc both constant.
The "tail to R in AFRIKA" occurs on row 1/5

The "bluc spot over left scroll" occurs on row 11/1.

This latter flaw is, in my owm opinion, worthy of inclusion in any futurc
cdition of the Union Handboolk,

LONDON. Ae Jo BROWN,

e e T e e i I et T
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MEMBERSHTP INFORMATION

New Members;

370, Mrs Eilcen Le Cox, Box 18, Post Officc, Tighe's Hill, 2N, N.S.W., fustralia ° I

371e  Werner K, Elias, 84~50 169th Strcct, Jamaica 32, Ne¥s, UsSelo

372, John Grecver, Department of Mathematics, Florida State University,
Tallahassccy Flaey UeSelie

!

Mcmbor Rejoining:

287, A. T. Spangenthal, Johannesburg, Sl

Changes of Address:

143, L. Ve Borratt, 6 Douglas Viay, HeQa, RefiFs Gormany (2nd TellF.)
' BoFoPeOs 40,
138, K. He Giles, 39 Swale .ivenue, Pcterborough, Northants
179« Re C. Northwood, 98 Whitethorn Avenue, Coulsdon, Surrcoy.
252, Frank R. Squirc, 4185 0ld Dover Road, Canterbury, XKont,

Regignntions:

178 Je M. Petric, Jbcerdeen

260, J, M, Moijs, [umheim, Holland
297« B Ae Parsons, Cottinghom

350s Po Fo Blunty, Conterbury
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PRESS CUTTINGS

"South African Philatclist" JLpril 1959, The Union 2d photo-vignotte
hyphonated rotogravure stamps (concluded)

"SelPe" Moy 1959e  Shipping Postmaster ond fssistant Shipping Postmaster N
Marks (Re Ds Allcm, Snr,) Roport of 21st Congross of Philatclic Federation
of Southern iAfricne Reoport on East London National Exhibition and List of st |
Awards,

"SehePo" Junc 1959: Shipping Postmaster and ssistant Shipping Postmaster
Morks (Contd.

"London Philatelist" ipril 1959: Union of S. Le cylinder sct XV of tho
"Ship" Penny (Dre Gordon Ward)

"Stamp Collcoting" July 10th, 1959: South African Commentary (Warthog).

The "O0.F.S." Philatclic Magazine, Juns 1959: fnglo-Bocr War Philately (contd)



